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With the temperature a frightful 3 degrees Fahrenheit, Drue Ford shovels snow wearing a face mask to guard against frostbite, Fri¬ 
day, Jan. 3, 2014, in Brunswick, Maine. 


NSA TO KEEP 
COLLECTING 
PHONE DATA 

KIMBERLY DOZIER 
STEPHEN BRAUN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

secretive U.S. spy court 
has ruled again that the 
National Security Agency 
can keep collecting ev¬ 
ery American’s telephone 
records every day, in the 
midst of dueling deci¬ 
sions in two civilian federal 
courts about whether the 
surveillance program is 
constitutional. 

The Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court on Fri¬ 
day renewed the NSA 
phone collection pro¬ 
gram, said Shawn Turner, 
a spokesman for the Office 
of the Director of National 
Intelligence. Such periodic 
requests are somewhat 
formulaic but required 
since the program started 
in 2006. 

The latest approval was 
the first since two conflict¬ 
ing court decisions about 
whether the program is 
lawful and since a presi¬ 
dential advisory panel 
recommended that the 
NSA no longer be allowed 
to collect and store the 
phone records and search 
them without obtaining 
separate court approval 
for each search. 

In a statement. Turner said 
that 15 judges on the U.S. 
Foreign Intelligence Surveil¬ 
lance Court on 36 occa¬ 
sions over the past seven 
years have approved the 
NSA's collection of U.S. 
phone records as lawful. 


Continued on Page 3 


RODRIQUE NGOWI 
MICHELLE R. SMITH 
The Associated Press 
BOSTON - Flomeown- 
ers and moforists dug ouf 
across fhe whife-blanketed 
Northeast on Friday as ex¬ 
treme cold ushered in by 
the storm threatened fin¬ 
gers and toes but kept the 
snow powdery and merci¬ 
fully easy to shovel. 

At least 13 deaths were 
blamed on the storm as it 
swept across the nation’s 
eastern half. 

While the snowfall had all 


but stopped by morning 
across the hard-hit Phila- 
delphia-to-Boston corridor 
and many highways and 
streets were soon cleared 
and reopened, tempera¬ 
tures were in the single 
digits and teens, with wind 
chills well below zero. 

“The snow is easy to move 
because the air was so 
cold when it snowed that 
it's sort of light and fluffy 
stuff — but, uh, it's cold,” 
Avalon “Nick” Minton said 
as he cleared the entrance 
to his garage and sidewalk 


in Arlington, Mass. “That's 
the main part. It’s cold.” 
And officials from the up¬ 
per Midwest to New Eng¬ 
land were preparing for an¬ 
other arctic blast over the 
next few days that could 
be even worse. 

The heaviest snow fell north 
of Boston in Boxford, Mass., 
which received nearly 2 
feet. Nearly 18 inches fell in 
Boston and in western New 
York near Rochester. Lake- 
wood, N.J., got 10 inches 
and New York’s Central 
Park 6. 


(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 

Temperatures reached 8 
below zero in Burlington, 
Vt. — with a wind chill of 
29 below — and 2 degrees 
in Boston. Wind chills there 
and in Providence, R.I., 
made it feel like minus-20 
Friday morning, and the 
forecast called for more of 
the same into Saturday. 
Emergency officials warned 
that anyone spending 
more than a few minutes 
outdoors in such conditions 
could suffer frostbite. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Sniping shadows Kerry’s pursuit of Mideast peace 


DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — US. 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry's closed-door diplo¬ 
macy to broker peace 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians has burst into 
a public spat, with both 
sides trading blistering criti¬ 
cisms, Republican senators 
showing up in Jerusalem 
to argue Israel’s side, and 
Palestinian demonstrators 
protesting his visit. 

Kerry is on his 10th visit to 
the region to try to craft a 
peace treaty that would 
create a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel. 

He met for three hours on 
Friday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. Later in the day, 
Kerry traveled to Ramallah, 


BERLIN (AP) — A World War 
II bomb or mine exploded 
in a western German town 
on Friday, killing the driver 
of a bulldozer and wound¬ 
ing 13 other people, police 
said. 

The explosion happened 
in an industrial area of Eu- 
skirchen, near Bonn, at a 


West Bank, to speak with 
Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas. Although 
battered by sniping from 
all sides, Kerry remained 
upbeat — at least publicly. 
Asked if he was making 
progress, Kerry replied that 
progress is being made 
every day. Earlier, about 
150 Palestinians demon¬ 
strators marched through 
the streets of downtown 
Ramallah to protest Kerry's 
visit. They carried Pales¬ 
tinian flags and signs that 
said: “The northern, central 
and southern Jordan Val¬ 
ley are a genuine part of 
Palestinian sovereignty." 
The West Bank's Jordan 
Valley is a strategic area 
along the border with Jor¬ 
dan that Israeli hardliners, 
including members of Ne- 


property used by a con¬ 
struction firm to sort and 
dispose of rubble. It wasn’t 
immediately clear whether 
the explosives had long 
been buried in the ground 
or had inadvertently been 
brought to the site in a de¬ 
livery of demolition waste. 
The bulldozer driver was 


tanyahu’s Likud Party, say 
must be annexed by Israel 
for its own security. 

So far, the two sides have 
engaged in about 20 
rounds of negotiations, 
which have entered a 
more intense phase. Kerry 
is asking both leaders to 
start making tough, highly 
political decisions in hopes 
of narrowing differences 
and agree on a frame¬ 
work that will outline a final 
peace pact. 

The goal is for the frame¬ 
work, or series of guidelines, 
to address all core issues, 
including borders between 
Israel and a future Pales¬ 
tinian state, Palestinian 
refugees and conflicting 
claims to the holy city of 
Jerusalem. No agreement 
on a framework is likely dur- 


fatally injured after his vehi¬ 
cle hit the device and two 
people who were close by 
suffered serious injuries. An¬ 
other 11 people who were 
in the area were lightly in¬ 
jured. Windows, roofs and 
doors as far as 400 meters 
(roughly 400 yards) away 
were damaged in the 


ing Kerry’s visit. 

Political activist Abdal¬ 
lah Maslamani said a pro¬ 
posed framework that 
would guide negotiations 
on a deal protect the se¬ 
curity interests of “the ter¬ 
ror state of occupation,” a 
reference to Israel. 

One night earlier, the digs 
were coming from the oth¬ 
er side. Netanyahu lashed 
out at Abbas, accusing 
him of embracing terrorists 
“as heroes.’” 

Netanyahu criticized Ab¬ 
bas' homecoming for 
more than two dozen Pal¬ 
estinians released earlier 
this week from Israeli jails 
where they had served 
time for deadly attacks 
against Israelis. The Pales¬ 
tinian leader never con¬ 
doned their crimes, but 


blast, police said. Explo¬ 
sives experts were working 
to determine exactly what 
the device was. 
Unexploded World War 
ll-era bombs are still dis¬ 
covered frequently in 
Germany, though it is rare 
for those finds to result in 
death or injury .□ 


Netanyahu took offense. 
“To glorify the murders of 
innocent women and men 
as heroes is an outrage," 
Netanyahu said, dampen¬ 
ing hope that much prog¬ 
ress would be made on the 
contours of an eventual 
peace accord during Ker¬ 
ry’s visit. On Friday, Saeb 
Erekat, the chief Palestin¬ 
ian negotiator, responded 
to Netanyahu remarks, 
saying that even if Abbas 
were Mother Teresa, the Is¬ 
raelis would find a way to 
accuse Abbas of terrorism 
so he wouldn’t have to ac¬ 
cept the Palestinians' de¬ 
mand for a state in lands 
Israel captured in 1967. 
Even in Jerusalem, Kerry 
couldn’t escape domes¬ 
tic politics interfering with 
international diplomacy. 
Three Republican senators 
held a news conference 
after meeting with the Is¬ 
raeli leader, reiterated his 
concerns, thereby em¬ 
boldening Netanyahu's 
position right before Kerry's 
delicate talks with Abbas. 
“Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has serious, serious con¬ 
cerns about the plan that 
has been presented to him 
— whether it be the abil¬ 
ity of Israel to defend its 
borders, the viability of a 
Palestinian state and their 
intentions and their actions 
toward the state of Israel, 
and particularly on the 
overall security — whether 
it's boundaries, areas un¬ 
der Palestinian control,” 
Sen. John McCain of Ari¬ 
zona said. McCain was in 
Israel with fellow Republi¬ 
can Sens. John Barrasso of 
Wyoming and Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham of South Carolina, fol¬ 
lowing their visit to Afghani¬ 
stan. They used their news 
conference to express sup¬ 
port for a bill that would im¬ 
pose new sanctions on Iran 
if it violated a recent nucle¬ 
ar agreement it made with 
the U.S., led by Kerry, and 
five other world powers, an 
agreement Israel oppos¬ 
es. The United States and 
the other powers that are 
party to the agreement 
believe Iran’s nuclear pro¬ 
gram is aimed at produc¬ 
ing a nuclear weapon, a 
claim that Tehran denies, 
saying it is intended only for 
peaceful purposes.□ 



U.S. Sens. Lindsey Graham, from left, John Barrasso and John McCain listen to a question during a press conference at the David 
Citadel hotel in Jerusalem, Friday, Jan. 3, 2014. Republican Sen. McCain said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has “seri¬ 
ous, serious concerns” about parts of the proposal Secretary of State John Kerry is using to broker peace with the Palestinians. 

(AP Photo/Brendan Smialowski, Pool) 

1 dead as World War II bomb explodes in Germany 
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As Northeast Recovers From Storm, Frigid Cold Sets In 


NSA TO KEEP 
COLLECTING 
PHONE DATA 


Continued from front 


Also Friday, government 
lawyers turned to U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit to block 
one federal judge’s deci¬ 
sion that threatens the NSA 
phone records program. 
The opposing lawyer who 
spearheaded the effort 
that led to the ruling said 
he hopes to take the issue 
directly to the Supreme 
Court. 

The Justice Department 
filed a one-page notice 
of appeal asking the ap¬ 
peals court to overturn 
U.S. District Judge Richard 
Leon's ruling last month 
that the program was likely 
unconstitutional. The gov¬ 
ernment's move had been 
expected. 

Larry Klayman, who filed 
the class-action suit 
against President Barack 
Obama and top admin¬ 
istration national security 
officials, said he intends 
to petition the federal ap¬ 
peals court next week to 
send the case directly to 
the Supreme Court. Klay¬ 
man said the move was 
justified because the NSA 
case was a matter of great 
public importance. 

“There are exigent circum¬ 
stances here,” Klayman 
said. “We can’t allow this 
situation to continue. The 
NSA’s continuing to spy on 
everybody.” 

Turner said U.S. intelligence 
agencies would be will¬ 
ing to modify fhe phone 
records surveillance pro¬ 
gram to provide additional 
privacy and civil liberties 
protections as long as it 
was still operationally ben¬ 
eficial. He said the Obama 
administration was careful¬ 
ly evaluating the advisory 
panel’s recent recommen¬ 
dations. 

Judges sitting on the secre¬ 
tive spy court have repeat¬ 
edly approved the pro¬ 
gram for 90-day periods. 
They also have repeatedly 
upheld the constitutionality 
of the program — a judicial 
bulwark that held strong 
until Leon’s surprise deci¬ 
sion last month.Q 


Continued from front 

Wellington Ferreira said the 
cold was worse than the 
snow as he cleared a side¬ 
walk in front of Johnny D’s 
Uptown Restaurant and 
Music Club in Somerville, 


Mass. 

“My ears are frozen,” he 
said. 

Warming centres opened 
around the region, home¬ 
less shelters received more 


ROBERT PEAR 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Obama 
administration urged the 
Supreme Court on Friday to 
reject a lawsuit filed by the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, an 
order of Roman Catholic 
nuns challenging require¬ 
ments for many employers 
fo provide health insurance 
coverage of birth control 
or face penalties under the 
new health care law. 

The Justice Department 
said the requirements did 
not impose a “substantial 
burden” on the nuns’ right 
to practice their religion 
because they could “opt 
out” of the obligation by 
certifying that they had re¬ 
ligious objections to such 


people, and cities took 
special measures to look 
after those most vulner¬ 
able to the cold. Teams in 
New York City searched 
the streets for homeless 
people, while in Boston, 
police asked residents to 


call 911 if they saw some¬ 
one in need. 

In Newport, R.I., the Sea¬ 
man’s Church Institute 
said it would stay open 
round-the-clock until the 


coverage. 

The Little Sisters “need only 
self-certify that they are 
nonprofit organizations that 
hold themselves out as re¬ 
ligious and have religious 
objections to providing 
coverage for contracep¬ 
tive services,” the admin¬ 
istration said in a brief filed 
with the Supreme Court by 
the solicitor general, Don¬ 
ald B. Verrilli Jr. 

In addition, he said, the 
nuns would need to send 
a copy of the certification 
to an entity that administers 
their health plan, Christian 
Brothers Services. 

On Tuesday night, just hours 
before the contraceptive 
coverage requirements 
were to take effect. Justice 


cold breaks to give mari¬ 
ners and others who work 
in or around the harbour a 
warm place to stay, show¬ 
er and eat. 

The light, powdery snow 
was a blessing in another 
respect: It did not weigh 


down electrical lines or tree 
limbs, and as a result, there 
were only a few thousand 
power outages across the 
Northeast. 

Schools as far south as 


Sonia Sotomayor of the Su¬ 
preme Court temporarily 
blocked the Obama ad¬ 
ministration from enforcing 
them with respect to the 
nuns and certain other re¬ 
ligious groups. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor 
operate nursing homes for 
poor people in the United 
States and around the 
world. 

In its filing with the court Fri¬ 
day, the administration said 
the nuns “have no legal 
basis to challenge the self- 
certification requirement or 
to complain that it involves 
them in the process of pro¬ 
viding contraceptive cov¬ 
erage.” 

If the nuns file the certifi¬ 
cation required by federal 


Washington, D.C., were 
closed on Friday. Many 
government offices also 
shut down. Major high¬ 
ways in and around New 
York City reopened, and 
airports across the region 
struggled to resume nor¬ 
mal operations after U.S. 
airlines cancelled around 
2,200 flights on Friday on 
top of 2,300 the day be¬ 
fore. 

Jeremy Shapiro, 73, of Man¬ 
hattan, became stranded 
at New York’s Kennedy 
Airport on Thursday. On Fri¬ 
day afternoon, he was still 
holding out hope for a spot 
flying standby so he could 
get to Santa Barbara, Calif. 
He secured a cot, a pillow 
and a blanket after see¬ 
ing about 150 passengers 
sleeping on cots at the ter¬ 
minal. “It looked like an in¬ 
firmary from WWI,” he said. 
Temperatures in the North¬ 
east are expected to rise 
above freezing over the 
weekend before the arrival 
of another blast of frigid air 
that was already affecting 
the Midwest. In Wiscon¬ 
sin, the mercury dipped 
to minus 18 Friday morn¬ 
ing in Green Bay, breaking 
by a single degree the re¬ 
cord set in 1979. Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton ordered 
school cancelled on Mon¬ 
day statewide, the first 
such closing in 17 years, be¬ 
cause of projected highs in 
the minus teens and lows 
as cold as 30 below.Q 


rules, the nuns, their self- 
insured health plan and 
the entity that administers 
the health plan will not be 
required to cover birth con¬ 
trol, the administration said. 
Verrilli said the nuns were 
not entitled to an injunction 
further blocking the contra¬ 
ceptive coverage rules. 

The nuns disagreed. 

“The government de¬ 
mands that the Little Sisters 
of the Poor sign a permis¬ 
sion slip for abortion drugs 
and contraceptives, or pay 
millions in fines,” said Mark 
L. Rienzi, a lawyer at the 
Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty, who represented 
the nuns in the lawsuit. “The 
sisters believe that doing 
that violates their faith." □ 


Obama administration urges court to reject nuns' lawsuit 



Men shovel snow from around parked cars on East 9th Street in the Brooklyn borough of New York, 
Jan. 3, 2014. 

(Todd Heisler/The New York Times) 
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Despite vow, Ted Cruz still a dual US-Canadian citizen 


WASHINGTON/TORONTO 
(AP) — U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 
vowed months ago to re¬ 
nounce his Canadian citi¬ 
zenship by the end of 2013, 
but the Calgary-born Re¬ 
publican is still a dual citi¬ 
zen. Cruz, 43, recently said 
in an interview with the 
Dallas Morning News that 
lawyers are preparing the 
paperwork to renounce 
citizenship, just as he said 
in August. 

Richard Kurland, a Van¬ 
couver-based immigration 
attorney, wonders what’s 
taking so long. Kurland said 
Friday that unless there's a 
security or mental health 
issue that hasn’t been dis¬ 
closed, renouncing citizen¬ 
ship is a simple, quick pro¬ 
cess. 

The thorny issue of the tea 
party darling's birthplace 
has been a headache for 
the senator, since some 
in the neo-conservative 
movement had accused 
President Barack Obama 
of being born in Kenya and 
thus not eligible to be U.S. 
president. Obama’s father 
was Kenyan, his mother 
American. 

Cruz, the junior senator 


from Texas, is eyeing a run 
for president in 2016. 

“If he's attempting to bring 
our system into disrepute 
by suggesting it’s lengthy 
and complex, it’s just not 
true. Revocation is one of 
the fastest processes in our 
system,” said Kurland. 
Stephen Green, an immi¬ 
gration lawyer in Toronto, 
was equally perplexed. 

“It's not complicated at 
all,” said Green, whose 
firm. Green and Spiegel, 
reached out to offer help 
to Cruz at one point but 
never received a reply 
from the senator’s office. 
“They make sure you un¬ 
derstand what you’re do¬ 
ing, that you’re not go¬ 
ing to become a stateless 
person, and then you're 
rock 1 n' roll, and good to 


MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Sometime this year, Florida 
will surpass New York in 
population, becoming the 
third-most populous state 
in the U.S. behind California 
and Texas. 


go. I would assume that if 
he's retained counsel, this 
could have been done by 
now." 

Canada’s best-known citi- 


The milestone is validation 
of the sometimes messy 
but increasing influence of 
the Sunshine State as it ap¬ 
proaches being home to 
20 million residents. 

“Florida is kind of an icon 
of the 21st century in terms 
of the shifting population 


zenship renounces media 
magnate Conrad Black, 
said in an email Friday that 
it “doesn’t take long” for 
the revocation process to 


and the growing role Latin 
America is playing in trans¬ 
forming the country,” said 
James Johnson, a business 
professor at the University 
of North Carolina. Florida 
encompasses many trends 
in America: an aging pop¬ 
ulation, a service-oriented 
economy with many low- 
wage jobs and an eth¬ 
nic diversity propelled by 
Flispanic growth. Like the 
United States, Florida is a 
haven for migrants and 
people making fresh starts. 
The state’s 29 electoral 
votes are the nation’s 
most coveted in presiden¬ 
tial elections, since Florida 
is the largest state that 
doesn’t reliably vote for 
one party or another. 

New Floridians, such as 
47-year-old Michael Rich¬ 
ards, list reasons for moving 
here: the weather, no state 
income tax, the availability 
of low-skill jobs and prox¬ 
imity to Latin America and 
Europe. “You put up with 
three months of hell (in the 


work. 

He added Cruz may come 
to regret the move. 

“He's making a mistake; 
he’ll never go higher in the 
U.S. electoral system than 
he is now, and Canada’s 
a better governed country 
than the U.S.,” said Black, 
who gave up his Canadian 
citizenship in 2001 in order 
to accept a peerage in 
the British House of Lords. 
Cruz's office didn’t immedi¬ 
ately respond for a request 
for comment. 

Cruz was born in Calgary, 
Alberta, when his parents 
were working in the Cana¬ 
dian oil business. His moth¬ 
er, Eleanor, is a native-born 
American, while his father, 
Rafael, is a Cuban who 
didn’t become a U.S. citi¬ 
zen until 2005.Q 


summer) for nine months of 
great weather,” said Rich¬ 
ards. Although Florida has 
the nation's largest share 
of residents over age 65, 
seniors account for less 
than 10 percent of new 
residents in the last several 
years. Instead, more than 
half of the new arrivals are 
between 25 and 64, ac¬ 
cording to an AP analysis 
of data from the U.S. Cen¬ 
sus' American Community 
Survey. Almost two-fifths of 
them were under age 25. 
New York isn’t shrinking 
in population. Florida’s 
growth is outpacing it by 
a 3-to-l ratio. More than 
537,000 residents moved 
to Florida last year, and 
around a tenth of them 
came from New York State. 
As of last July, the two 
states were separated by 
about 98,000 people: New 
York had 19.6 million resi¬ 
dents and Florida had 19.5 
million residents, according 
to Census figures released 
earlier this week. □ 




Senator Ted Cruz speaks to members of the media about how 
he thinks the country needs to move forward economically after 
his meeting with the Odessa Chamber of Commerce on Tues¬ 
day, Dec. 3, 2013 at the chamber offices in Odessa, Texas. 

(AP Photo/Ryan Evon) 


Florida soon to pass New York state in population 
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Gloomy Americans foresee a downhill slide to 2050 



Kelly Miller, 22, a recent graduate of the University of Minnesota, poses in Minneapolis, Wednes¬ 
day, Jan. 1, 2014. Miller looks forward to some great things in the future, but also worries that 
people will become overly reliant on technology. Ask people to imagine American life in 2050, 
and you’ll get some dreary visions. Whether they foresee runaway technology or runaway gov¬ 
ernment, rampant poverty or vanishing morality, a majority of Americans predict a future worse 

(AP Photo/Ann Heisenfelt) 


than today. 

CONNIE CASS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ask 

Americans to imagine 
life in 2050, and you’ll get 
some dreary visions. 
Whether they foresee run¬ 
away technology or run¬ 
away government, ram¬ 
pant poverty or vanish¬ 
ing morality, a majority of 
Americans predict a future 
worse than today. 

Whites are particularly 
gloomy: Only 1 in 6 expects 
better times over the next 
four decades. Also nota¬ 
bly pessimistic are middle- 
age and older people, 
those who earn mid-level 
incomes and Protestants, a 
new national poll finds. 

“I really worry about my 
grandchildren, I do,” says 
74-year-old Penny Trusty 
of Rockville, Maryland, a 
retired software designer 
and grandmother of five. 
“I worry about the lower¬ 
ing of morals and the cor¬ 
ruption and the confusion 
that's just raining down on 
them.” 

Even groups with com¬ 
paratively sunny outlooks 
— racial and ethnic mi¬ 
norities, the young and the 
nonreligious — are much 
more likely to say things will 
be the same or get worse 
than to predict a brighter 


future. 

“Changes will come, and 
some of them are scary," 
says Kelly Miller, 22, a freshly 
minted University of Minne¬ 
sota sports management 
grad. 

She looks forward to some 
wonderful things, like 3D 
printers creating organs 
for transplant patients. But 
Miller envisions Americans 
in 2050 blindly relying on 
robots and technology for 
everything from cooking 
dinner to managing their 
money. 

“It's taking away our 
free choice and human 
thought,” she says. “And 
there’s potential for gov¬ 
ernment to control and 
regulate what this artificial 
intelligence thinks." 

Overall, 54 percent of 
those surveyed expect 
American life to go down¬ 
hill, while 23 percent think it 
will improve, according to 
a December survey from 
the AP-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research. 
Only 21 percent predict life 
will stay about the same. 
That minority may be onto 
something, however. 

While no one can say what 
catastrophes or human tri¬ 
umphs are to come, con¬ 
tentment at a personal lev¬ 
el has proven remarkably 


stable over the past four 
decades. 

Interviews by the feder¬ 
ally funded General Social 
Survey, one of the nation’s 

II' l, 


the home computer and 
the smartphone, boom 
times and hard times. 
Despite the recent shift to¬ 
ward negativity, the por¬ 
tion of U.S. residents rating 
themselves very or pretty 
happy stayed around 9 
out of 10. 

“Most people evaluate 
their lives very stably from 
year to year,” said Tom W. 
Smith, the director since 
1980 of the GSS, conduct¬ 
ed by NORC at the Univer¬ 
sity of Chicago. 

The GSS, conducted once 
every two years, will send 
interviewers back into the 
field in 2014. The AP-NORC 
Center survey asked peo¬ 
ple to rate the change in 
American life during the 
period tracked by the GSS, 
from 1972 to 2012. 

A majority — 54 percent — 
say life in America is worse 
today than four decades 
ago. 

Those old enough to re¬ 
member the early ‘70s 
are especially nostalgic. 
Those who say U.S. life has 
declined are more apt to 
name politics, the econo¬ 
my, moral values or chang¬ 
es in families as the biggest 



Political science student La'Shon Callaway, 19, of Egg Harbor 
Township, N.J., poses for a photograph as he stands on the 
campus of The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, in Gal¬ 
loway, N.J., Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2013. Callaway is optimistic that 
racial discrimination will continue to decline over his lifetime. 
“People are getting tired of it, and fed up,” said Callaway. 
“They’re realizing even if you’re not the same color as me, 
you're still a person and I’m still a person.” 

(AP Photo/Mel Evans) 


longest-running surveys of 
social trends, show Ameri¬ 
cans’ overall happiness 
as well as satisfaction 
with their jobs and mar¬ 
riages barely fluctuating 
since 1972. Those decades 
spanned the sexual revo¬ 
lution and the women's 
rights movement, race riots 
and civil rights advances, 
wars from Vietnam through 
Afghanistan, the birth of 


difference. 

The 3 in 10 who think life 
is better are more likely to 
point to computers and 
technology as the big 
change. Racial and ethnic 
minorities are apt to cite 
domestic issues, including 
civil rights. 

EQUALITY 

Some of the opinions 
voiced in the 1972 survey 


are rarely uttered today. 
Back then, nearly 4 in 10 
nonblacks agreed with the 
idea that whites had the 
right to keep blacks “out 
of their neighborhoods." A 
quarter of nonblacks said 
they wouldn't vote for a 
black man for president, 
and 26 percent of all adults 
wouldn't back a well-qual¬ 
ified woman. 

Now the president of the 
United States is black and 
a woman is the most-dis¬ 
cussed presidential pros¬ 
pect for 2016. The GSS 
dropped those three ques¬ 
tions in the 1990s. 

LOVE AND FAMILY 
In 1972, the sexual revolu¬ 
tion was ablaze. That year 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that unmarried couples 
had a right to birth control. 
Still, a third of Americans 
back then disapproved of 
a woman working if she 
had a husband to sup¬ 
port her. The GSS no longer 
bothers asking that one. 
Americans today are more 
worried about divorce and 
the increasing number 
of never-married moms. 
Nearly 4 out of 10 women 
who gave birth in 2011 
were unmarried, accord¬ 
ing to the census. 

Despite the social turmoil, 
98 percent of married peo¬ 
ple today say their union is 
happy, including two-thirds 
who are “very happy." 
And marital fidelity remains 
an ideal endorsed by near¬ 
ly all Americans. 

The political debate over 
abortion shows no signs 
of being resolved, more 
than 40 years after Roe vs. 
Wade. Young people to¬ 
day are somewhat more 
conservative on the issue 
than middle-aged Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Gay marriage, on the other 
hand, appears headed to¬ 
ward future acceptance. 
Young people are solidly 
in favor, while opposition is 
strongest among the old¬ 
est Americans. 

MONEY 

Recession, a stock market 
crash, runaway inflation 
and an oil crisis marred the 
U.S. economy in the early 
1970s. Forty years later, 
those look like the good 
times to manyO 
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Bernanke: 

2014 could be better year for US economy 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke said Friday that 
factors which have kept 
the economy from ac¬ 
celerating appear to be 
abating, and he predicted 
stronger growth in 2014. 
Americans’ finances have 
improved and the outlook 
for home sales is brighter, 
Bernanke said. He also ex¬ 
pects less drag from fed¬ 
eral spending cuts and tax 
increases. 

The combination “bodes 
well for U.S. economic 
growth in coming quar¬ 
ters,” Bernanke said during 


ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
© 2014 New York Times 

Macy's and Martha Stew¬ 
art Living Omnimedia have 
ended their legal battle 
over whether J.C. Penney 
had the right to sell certain 
Martha Stewart branded 
housewares. On Thursday, 
Macy's and Martha Stew¬ 
art announced that they 
had settled the breach-of- 
contract case, saying the 
details were confidential 
and not material to either 
company. They said their 
partnership would contin¬ 
ue, but declined to com¬ 
ment further. 

Macy's larger suit against 
J.C. Penney remains. Ma¬ 
cy's said the settlement 
with Martha Stewart Living 
would not affect that case. 
Macy's and Martha Stew¬ 
art Living joined forces in 
2006 with an agreement 
to sell “Martha Stewart” 
branded products in Ma¬ 
cy’s stores, including exclu¬ 
sive items like kitchenware 
and bedding. The partner¬ 
ship has done well over the 
years, accounting for $250 
million in sales in 2012. 

But Martha Stewart Liv¬ 
ing and J.C. Penney an¬ 
nounced a deal in 2011 
to sell home decor prod¬ 
ucts out of Martha Stewart 
store-within-a-store loca¬ 
tions at Penney’s stores. The 
move was part of a broad¬ 
er turnaround effort by J.C. 
Penney's previous chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Ron Johnson, who 


a speech to the annual 
meeting of the American 
Economic Association in 
Philadelphia. 

Bernanke made a similar 
assessment of the econ¬ 
omy at a Dec. 18 news 
conference after the Fed’s 
last meeting. At the meet¬ 
ing, the Fed announced it 
would begin in January to 
reduce its monthly bond 
purchases from $85 billion 
to $75 billion, noting signs of 
an improving economy. 

The bond purchases are in¬ 
tended to keep long-term 
interest rates low and en¬ 
courage more borrowing 
and spending. 

Friday’s appearance was 


was fired last year as losses 
mounted at the retailer. 
After the deal was an¬ 
nounced, Macy’s sued 
them both, saying it vio¬ 
lated the terms of its origi¬ 


nal contract with Martha 
Stewart Living. The retailer 
called for pulling certain 
items off Penney’s shelves 
and demanded compen¬ 
sation for loss of profits. Pen¬ 
ney and Martha Stewart 
Living countered that their 
agreement fell into an ex¬ 
ception carved out in the 
Macy's contract. 


expected to be one of Ber- 
nanke’s final speeches as 
Fed chairman. He is step¬ 
ping down at the end of 
this month after eight years 
leading the central bank. 
The Senate is expected to 
confirm Janet Yellen Mon¬ 
day to be the next Fed 
chairman. She would take 
over on Feb. 1. 

In his speech, Bernanke 
said that he tried to make 
the Fed more transparent 
and accountable while at 
the same time combating 
a deep recession and se¬ 
vere financial crisis. 

Making the Fed more trans¬ 
parent was an important 
goal for him when he took 


Days before a judge was 
expected to rule on the 
Penney case, Penney 
and Martha Stewart Liv¬ 
ing backed down, revising 
their agreement to exclude 


' 


kitchen, bed and bath 
products, items that the 
Macy’s suit said were ex¬ 
clusive. In effect, J.C. Pen¬ 
ney gave up many core 
home decor products and 
was left with items like rugs 
and window treatments. 
Theodore M. Grossman of 
the Jones Day law firm, fhe 
lead counsel for Macy’s in 


over in 2006. He cited his 
participation in more televi¬ 
sion interviews, his efforts to 
hold more town hall meet¬ 
ings and his visits to universi¬ 
ties. Bernanke also added 
a quarterly news confer¬ 
ence after four of the Fed’s 
eight policy meetings. 

“We took extraordinary 
measures to meet extraor¬ 
dinary economic challeng¬ 
es and we had to explain 
those measures to earn the 
public's support and confi¬ 
dence,” Bernanke said. 
Bernanke said while the fi¬ 
nancial crisis has passed 
“the Fed’s need to edu¬ 
cate and explain will only 
grow.’O 


the case, said at the time 
that the new agreement 
“was a complete surren¬ 
der.” 

With the settlement, Martha 
Stewart Living puts to rest 


a costly and contentious 
case. In October, Martha 
Stewart Living reported a 
disappointing third quarter, 
partly because the dimin¬ 
ished relationship with J.C. 
Penney had cut into reve¬ 
nue. J.C. Penney has shown 
some signs of improvement 
in recent months, although 
it continues to post lossesO 


US says might 
deregulate corn, 
soybean seeds 

M.L. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — The U.S. 
government on Friday pro¬ 
posed eliminating restric¬ 
tions on corn and soybean 
seeds that are geneti¬ 
cally engineered to resist 
a common weed killer, a 
move welcomed by many 
farmers but worrisome to 
scientists and environmen¬ 
talists who fear it could in¬ 
vite growers to use more 
chemicals on crops. 

The herbicide known as 
2,4-D has had limited use in 
corn and soybean farming 
because it becomes toxic 
to the plants early in their 
growth. The new seeds 
would allow farmers to use 
the weed killer throughout 
the plants' lives. Farmers 
have been eager for a 
new generation of herbi¬ 
cide-resistant seeds be¬ 
cause of the prevalence 
of weeds that have be¬ 
come immune to Monsan¬ 
to’s Roundup. But skeptics 
are concerned use of the 
new seeds and 2,4-D will 
only lead to similar prob¬ 
lems with weeds resistant 
to that chemical. Scientists 
and environmentalists also 
say 2,4-D can easily drift 
beyond the area where 
it is sprayed, threatening 
neighboring crops and 
wild plants. Most corn and 
soybeans grown in the U.S. 
are already genetically 
engineered, usually with a 
Roundup-resistant trait. 

The U.S. Department of Ag¬ 
riculture’s plant-inspection 
agency concluded that 
the greatest risk from fhe 
new seeds developed by 
Dow AgroSciences was in¬ 
creased use of 2,4-D, which 
could hasten the evolution 
of weeds resistant to it. 

But, the agency said, resis¬ 
tance could develop any¬ 
way because 2,4-D is the 
third most-used weed killer 
in the nation. 

For now, the seeds can 
only be used in tightly con¬ 
trolled trials. But the USDA's 
Animal and Plant Health In¬ 
spection Service published 
a draft environmental-im¬ 
pact statement Friday as 
part of the process for po¬ 
tential deregulation of the 
seedsO 


Martha Stewart Living, Macy’s settle contract dispute 



t 


A Martha Stewart kitchen and home collection display at a Macy’s store in Bronxville, N.Y. Macy’s 
and Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia will keep their partnership, announcing this week that they 
ended their legal battle over whether J.C. Penney had the right to sell certain Martha Stewart 
branded housewares. 

(Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times) 
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US Financial Front: 

American auto sales best in 6 years as demand ebbs 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 

TOM KRISHER 


AP Auto Writers 
DETROIT (AP) — Automak¬ 
ers are going to have to 
work a little harder for your 
business in 2014. 

After four years of strong 
sales increases — and 
few discounts — as the 
economy improved, U.S. 
demand for new cars and 
trucks is expected to slow 
this year. That could mean 
better deals for buyers as 
car companies fight to in¬ 
crease their share of the 
market. 

The industry got a taste of 
whaf’s to come in Decem¬ 
ber, when General Motors, 
Toyota and Volkswagen 
all saw their sales fall from 
a year ago. One reason: 
Compefitors like Ford and 
Honda increased fheir in¬ 
centive spending on hot 
sellers like pickup trucks 
and midsize cars, accord¬ 
ing to TrueCar.com, which 
tracks car prices. Cold 
weather and strong sales 
over Black Friday in late 
November also pinched 
December sales, auto¬ 
makers said. 

This year’s slowdown is 
inevitable, analysts say. 
Many people who held 
on to their cars through 
the recession have now 
bought new ones. Those 
who haven’t may not be in 
any rush, because cars are 
lasting longer than ever 
before. And unless there’s 
a strong uptick in the 
economy, families aren’t 
likely to buy a third car. 
Alec Gutierrez, senior ana¬ 
lyst for Kelley Blue Book, ex¬ 
pects U.S. sales to increase 
by around 700,000 to 16.3 
million in 2014. That com¬ 
pares to increases of more 
than 1 million each year 
since 2009, when U.S. sales 
bottomed out at 10.4 mil¬ 
lion. 

"Sales are approaching 


an equilibrium level of de¬ 
mand based on the needs 
of population and the 
number of licensed drivers 
in the country,” he said. 


So 2013 could be remem¬ 
bered as the last of the 
boom years. As automak¬ 
ers reported full year sales 
Friday, analysts were ex¬ 
pecting an increase of 
more than 1.2 million — or 
8 percent — to around 
15.6 million. It would be the 
best performance since 
2007, when 16.1 million 
new cars and trucks were 
sold. 

Ford led all major auto¬ 
makers in 2013 with an 11 
percent gain to almost 2.5 
million vehicles. Chrysler 
and Nissan posted 9 per¬ 
cent gains. GM, Toyota 
and Honda each posted 7 
percent gains. GM sold 2.8 
million cars and trucks in 
the U.S., compared to just 
over 2.2 million for Toyota. 
Hyundai’s sales rose 2.5 
percent. 

Among major automak¬ 
ers, only Volkswagen 


struggled, with sales falling 
7 percent as its vehicles 
aged compared with ri¬ 
vals. 

Gutierrez said Honda of¬ 


fered $3,000 in bonus cash 
fo dealers in December for 
every vehicle fhey sold be¬ 
yond fheir 2012 numbers. 
And Ford said it spent $600 


more per vehicle on incen¬ 
tives in December, likely 
taking aim at GM’s new 
pickup trucks. Those are 
the kinds of tricks buyers 


can expect to see more of 
this year. “We think there’s 
going to definitely be more 
competition,” said Larry 
Dominique, president of 


Automotive Lease Guide, 
a company that tracks 
lease costs and car prices. 
On a conference call to 
discuss December results. 
General Motors executives 
made several references 
fo competitors raising dis¬ 
counts to boost sales, es¬ 
pecially on full-size pickup 
trucks. While they pledged 
to stick to their strategy of 
selling on value rather than 
price, U.S. sales chief Kurt 
McNeil said GM also has to 
respond to the market. 
Industrywide inventory is 
rising, and that could also 
increase discounts be¬ 
cause carmakers will have 
to sell off excess vehicles. 
But McNeil said prices like¬ 
ly won't come down too 
much because the under¬ 
lying economy is strong. 
Also, carmakers closed 
plants and got leaner dur¬ 
ing the recession, so the 
country is no longer seeing 
the kind of overproduction 
it saw a decade ago. 

The average price of a 
new vehicle in December 
was $32,890, which was 
about the same as a year 
ago, according to Kelley 
Blue BookQ 
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A covered vehicle sits in part of the new paint shop at Chrysler’s Sterling Heights Assembly Plant 
in Sterling Heights, Mich. Chrysler finished 2013 with a 9 percent sales increase. The company 
said Friday, Jan. 3, 2014, that it sold just over 1.8 million cars and trucks last year, up from 1.65 
million a year earlier. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 
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United States orders evacuation from embassy in South Sudan 


ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 

The United States on Friday 
ordered a further reduc¬ 
tion of U.S. Embassy staff in 


strife-torn South Sudan and 
said it would cease to pro¬ 
vide consular services for 
its citizens as of Saturday, 
apparently reflecting a 


somber assessment of the 
country’s prospects even 
as the country's warring 
factions were reported to 
have opened preliminary 


indirect talks in neighbor¬ 
ing Ethiopia. 

A travel advisory on the 
website of the State De¬ 
partment said Washington 
“ordered a further draw¬ 
down of U.S. Embassy 
personnel because of the 
deteriorating security situa¬ 
tion” in South Sudan, which 
has been seized with con¬ 
flict between its main politi¬ 
cal factions since Decem¬ 
ber. 

“We continue to urge U.S. 
citizens in South Sudan to 
depart the country,” the 
message said, offering an 
evacuation flight Friday 
“to the nearest safe haven 
country” on a “first-come, 
first-served basis.” 

“The U.S. Embassy will no 
longer be able to provide 
any consular services to 
U.S. citizens in the Republic 
of South Sudan as of Janu¬ 
ary 4, 2014,” the message 
said. 

The United States began 
evacuating U.S. citizens 
from its embassy in Juba, 


the capital, and from other 
parts of the country as the 
fighting spread in Decem¬ 
ber. Washington sent 45 
U.S. soldiers to protect the 
embassy, and evacuation 
flights ferried hundreds of 
embassy personnel, other 
Americans and some citi¬ 
zens of other countries out 
of South Sudan. 

The travel advisory on Fri¬ 
day did not go into detail 
about the number of U.S. 
Embassy personnel to be 
withdrawn from Juba. But 
the U.S. ambassador, Su¬ 
san D. Page, said in a mes¬ 
sage on Twitter: “We are 
not suspending our opera¬ 
tions, we are just minimizing 
our presence." 

After three weeks of fight¬ 
ing between forces loyal 
to the government of 
President Salva Kiir and 
rebels aligned with the 
former vice president, 
Riek Machar, efforts have 
been underway for days 
to convene peace talks in 
EthiopiaO 



American citizens board a Marine Corps plane during a partial evacuation of the U.S. Embassy 
in Juba, South Sudan, Jan. 3, 2013. The State Department has strengthened calls for Americans 
to leave the increasingly strife-torn country and will suspend consular services as of Saturday, 
reflecting a somber assessment of peace talks set to begin in neighboring Ethiopia. 

(Staff Sgt. Robert L. Fisher III/ US Marines via The New York Times) 


5 Doctors Without Borders staffers seized in Syria 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Five staffers 
of the international aid or¬ 
ganization Doctors Without 
Borders have been taken 
in for questioning in north¬ 
ern Syria, the group said 
Friday. 

The five staffers were taken 
“allegedly for questioning” 
from a Doctors Without 
Borders house in northern 
Syria, and have been out 
of contact since Thursday 
evening, said Michael 
Goldfarb, a spokesman for 
the aid group. He did not 
say whether the missing 
staffers had been taken by 
government forces or reb¬ 
els fighting to overthrow 
President Bashar Assad, 
and refused to give further 
details out of concern for 
the missing workers’ safety. 
Rami Abdurrahman, the 
head of the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 
man Rights, said that mem¬ 
bers of the al-Qaida-linked 
Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant had stormed a 
hospital in the northwest¬ 
ern province of Latakia 
and taken all of its doctors 
to an unknown location. 


Others were taken from 
their homes by ISIL mem¬ 
bers, he added. 
Abdurrahman said it was 
not clear whether the Doc¬ 
tors Without Borders mem¬ 
bers were among those 
taken in Latakia. 
Opposition-held areas of 
northern and eastern Syria 
have seen a wave of kid¬ 
nappings over the past six 
months that has targeted 
journalists, aid workers and 
activists. Al-Qaida-linked 
rebel factions are suspect¬ 
ed of being behind many 
of the abductions. 

In October, several mem¬ 
bers of the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross were briefly ab¬ 
ducted in northwestern 
Syria. Many Syrian activists 
have fled the country after 
threats by ISIL and the kill¬ 
ing of a number of citizen 
journalists. 

Also Friday, activists re¬ 
ported heavy clashes be¬ 
tween Syrian opposition 
fighters and ISIL members 
in the northern provinces 
of Aleppo of Idlib. 

More than 130,000 people 
have been killed so far 
in the war, now in its third 


year, according to the Ob¬ 
servatory. The group close¬ 
ly monitors the violence in 
Syria through a network of 
activists across the coun¬ 
try. The U.N. said in July that 


100,000 Syrians have been 
killed, and has not updat¬ 
ed that figure since. 

Millions of Syrians have 
been uprooted from their 
homes because of the 
fighting. 

The crisis began as an up¬ 
rising against President 
Bashar Assad’s govern¬ 


ment but later turned into 
a civil war. Over the past 
years, clashes between ri¬ 
val opposition groups be¬ 
came common in rebel- 
held areas. 


The Observatory said Fri¬ 
day’s fighting was concen¬ 
trated in the city of Aleppo 
and the nearby town of 
Atareb. Fighting between 
rebel factions and ISIL, 
which has many foreign 
fighters in its ranks, has 
been common in areas un¬ 
der opposition control. 


The Aleppo Media Center 
reported clashes between 
the ISIL and the Mujahe- 
deen Army in rebel-held 
western parts of Aleppo. 
Tension has been rising be¬ 
tween rebel groups and 
ISIL of late, especially after 
Tuesday’s killing of a se¬ 
nior rebel by the al-Qaida- 
linked group. The Obser¬ 
vatory said the slain rebel, 
doctor Hussein Suleiman, 
was found dead after be¬ 
ing shot several times and 
his ear was cut “with a 
sharp object." 

The newly created Islamic 
Front, an umbrella group 
of powerful, mostly ultra¬ 
conservative Islamic fight¬ 
ers, issued a statement 
ordering ISIL to hand over 
Suleiman's killers so they 
can stand trial. Clashes 
later erupted between the 
groups. 

A video released by activ¬ 
ists showed dozens of peo¬ 
ple marching in Aleppo 
and chanting “Free Syrian 
Army forever, against ISIL 
and Assad.” 

The video appeared genu¬ 
ine and corresponded to 
other AP reporting of the 
events depictedO 



This image shows Syrians inspecting a burnt bus after a missile 
fired by Syrian government aircraft hit the vehicle in the rebel- 
held neighborhood of al-Bab in Aleppo, Syria. Five staffers of 
the international aid organization Doctors Without Borders have 
been taken in for questioning in northern Syria, the group said 
Friday. (AP Photo/Aleppo Media Center AMC) 
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A respite , then mayhem: 

al-Qaida-aligned militants fighting for key Iraqi cities 



Civilians inspect the aftermath of a massive bomb attack in Balad Ruz, 45 miles (70 kilometers) 
northeast of Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, Jan. 3, 2014. Officials in Iraq say scores have been killed in a 
pickup truck laden with explosives blew up on a busy commercial street Thursday evening in the 
city of Balad Ruz. 

(AP Photo) 


YASIR GHAZI 
TIM ARANGO 
© 2014 New York Times 
BAGHDAD - Days of fight¬ 
ing between black-clad 
al-Qaida militants and 
Iraq’s security forces took a 
short-lived respite Friday as 
a veneer of calm returned 
to Fallujah, where traffic 
police and street cleaners 
resumed work and mosque 
loudspeakers exhorted 
stores to reopen so hungry 
residents could buy food. 
But just as quickly, the 
calm evaporated when 
the militants appeared at 
the close of Friday Prayer 
- which had been moved 
by local imams to a public 
park, away from the com¬ 
bat zones - and seized the 
stage, waving the al-Qaida 
flag and daring the Iraqi 
authorities to evict them. 
“We declare Fallujah as an 
Islamic state, and we call 
on you to be on our side!” 
one fighter shouted to the 


crowd, according to wit¬ 
ness accounts. 

Referring to Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki’s Shiite-dom¬ 
inated government and its 
Shiite ally, Iran, the fighter 
shouted, 

“We are here to defend 
you from the army of Maliki 
and the Iranian Safavids,” 
a reference to the Persian 
Empire that ruled present- 
day Iran and Iraq hundreds 
of years ago. 

“We welcome the return of 
all workers, even the local 
police, but they have to 
be under our state and our 
rule,” he shouted. 

From that moment, may¬ 
hem resumed in Fallujah 
and other areas of Sunni- 
dominated Anbar prov¬ 
ince, including in its largest 
city, Ramadi, in an escalat¬ 
ing fight. It has pitted al-Qa- 
ida-affiliated Sunni extrem¬ 
ists, who now control large 
amounts of territory in the 
desert province, against 


the security forces of the 
Shiite-dominated central 
government, backed by 
local tribesmen who are 
not strong supporters of 


the government but, in this 
struggle, have decided to 
side with the army and po¬ 
lice against al-Qaida. 

The fight has become a se¬ 


vere test of al-Maliki’s abil¬ 
ity to keep the country to¬ 
gether and prevent a full- 
scale eruption of civil war. 

□ 


Despite protests, Thailand says February vote will go ahead 


THOMAS FULLER 
© 2014 New York Times 
BANGKOK - Thailand’s 
election commission ig¬ 
nored the demands of anti¬ 
government demonstrators 
Friday and said elections 
scheduled for next month 
would go ahead despite 
continuing efforts to sabo¬ 
tage them. 

The announcement ap¬ 
peared to be a significant 
victory for the departing 
government of Prime Min¬ 
ister Yingluck Shinawatra, 
which has vast support in 
northern provinces and is 
seemingly certain to win 
the elections. 


Protesters, who say they 
are fighting to eradicate 
corruption and banish Yin¬ 
gluck and her clan from 
the country, have blocked 
candidate registration sites 
over the past week and 
clashed violently with po¬ 
lice, leaving two people 
dead. The protesters, who 
on some days have num¬ 
bered more than 100,000 
people, also say they are 
planning to “shut down” 
Bangkok this month by cut¬ 
ting power to government 
buildings and blocking ma¬ 
jor intersections. 

Before Friday’s announce¬ 
ment, at least one member 


of the election commission 
seemed sympathetic to 
the protesters’ demands 
and was urging a delay in 
the election. But the com¬ 
mission's secretary-general, 
Phuchong Nutawong, was 
unequivocal Friday in say¬ 
ing that the election would 
take place as scheduled 
Feb. 2 because “it is the 
law.” 

“We will hold elections,” he 
said. “We can confirm this 
to you.” 

It was not immediately 
clear what prompted the 
change in tone from the 
commission. 

The protesters, who began 


their demonstrations two 
months ago, have been 
assisted by members of the 
Democrat Party, the coun¬ 
try’s oldest political party, 
which announced last 
month that it would boy¬ 
cott the elections. 

The protesters’ rationale 
for blocking the elections is 
that the family of Yingluck 
has done so much dam¬ 
age to the country that her 
party’s re-election would 
be “a return to the same 
corruption,” in the words of 
the protest leader, Suthep 
Thaugsuban. 

Suthep on Thursday sought 
to refine his vision of the 


“people’s council” that he 
hopes would replace Par¬ 
liament. The council would 
comprise representatives of 
various professions as well 
as members appointed by 
senior civil servants, he said. 
The main focus of the pro¬ 
testers’ ire is Yingluck's 
brother, Thaksin Shinawa¬ 
tra, the billionaire tycoon 
and former prime minister 
ousted in a 2006 coup. Pro¬ 
testers say the dominance 
of the Shinawatra family is 
subverting Thai democra¬ 
cy. The second candidate 
on the party's electoral list 
is Somchai Wongsawat, 
Thaksin’s brother-in-law. □ 
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of fallout from poorly trained priests 


Pope warns 

NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis has warned that 
priests can become “little 
monsters" if they aren’t 
trained properly as semi¬ 
narians, saying their time 
studying must be used to 
mold their hearts as well as 
their minds. 

Francis also warned against 
accepting men for the 
priesthood who may have 
been implicated in sexual 
abuse or other problems, 
saying the protection of the 
Catholic faithful is most im¬ 
portant. 

The pontiff made the com¬ 
ments Nov. 29 during a 
closed-door meeting of 120 
superiors of religious orders 
who gathered at the Vati¬ 
can for their regular assem¬ 
bly. On Friday, the Jesuit 
journal La Civilta Cattolica 
provided a report of the 
three-hour, informal ques¬ 
tion and answer session. 
The Vatican never provid¬ 
ed a transcript of the meet¬ 
ing. 

The magazine, which inter¬ 
viewed Francis last year, 
quoted the first Jesuit pope 
as telling the superiors he 
wants them to “wake up 
the world” with their work, 
particularly with the poor. 
“Truly to understand real¬ 
ity we need to move away 
from the central position of 
calmness and peaceful¬ 
ness and direct ourselves 
to the peripheral areas," he 
said. 

Francis, who headed the 
Jesuits’ novice training pro¬ 
gram in his native Argentina 


in the 1970s, also warned 
the superiors of some of the 
failings of seminary train¬ 
ing, or “formation,” such 
as when would-be priests 
merely “grit their teeth, try 


not to make mistakes, fol¬ 
low the rules smiling a lot, 
just waiting for the day 
when they are told ‘Good, 
you have finished forma¬ 
tion.” 

“This is hypocrisy that is the 
result of clericalism, which 
is one of the worst evils," 
Francis was quoted as say¬ 
ing, returning to the issue 
of clericalism — or a cer¬ 
tain cronyism and career¬ 
ism among the men of the 
cloth — that he has fre¬ 


quently criticized. 

The training of priests, he 
said, must be a “work of art, 
not a police action.” 

“We must form their hearts. 
Otherwise we are creat¬ 


ing little monsters. And 
then these little monsters 
mold the people of God. 
This really gives me goose 
bumps,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

Francis has spoken on sev¬ 
eral occasions about life in 
religious orders — the good 
and the bad — and hasn't 
shied from offering his own 
personal experiences when 
speaking with groups of 
nuns and priests. The former 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio was 


only 36 when he was made 
superior of the Jesuits in Ar¬ 
gentina in 1973, during a 
particularly turbulent time 
for the order in general and 
Argentina in particular. 


In his remarks to the superi¬ 
ors, Francis flagged as a risk 
the “huge problem” of ac¬ 
cepting into the seminary 
someone who has already 
been asked to leave an¬ 
other religious institute, and 
cited Pope Benedict XVI’s 
tough line on priests who 
commit sexual abuse. 

“I am not speaking about 
people who recognize that 
they are sinners: we are all 
sinners, but we are all not 
corrupt,” Francis said. □ 


After Antarctic 
drama, Chinese 
rescue ship is 
hindered by ice 

EDWARD WONG 
ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 
BEIJING - One day after a 
Chinese icebreaker played 
a central role in the rescue 
of 52 passengers from an 
icebound research vessel 
in Antarctica, crew mem¬ 
bers on the Chinese ship 
said it might itself become 
trapped by ice, accord¬ 
ing to Australian officials 
Friday. 

A helicopter from the Chi¬ 
nese vessel, the Snow 
Dragon, was part of a dra¬ 
matic operation Thursday 
that displayed unusual in¬ 
ternational harmony in one 
of the world’s most remote 
and inhospitable places, 
plucking the passengers 
from a makeshift landing 
zone on the ice near the 
Russian research ship that 
had been lodged in ice for 
more than a week. 

Images of the passen¬ 
gers being rescued from 
the Akademik Shokalskiy 
showed them smiling as 
they walked single file to 
a landing area on the ice 
that had been cleared 
by passengers and crew 
members. 

Other images on the Inter¬ 
net showed crew mem¬ 
bers hauling sleds laden 
with luggage.Q 



In this photo provided by the Vatican paper L’Osservatore Romano, Pope Francis listens as Jesuit 
leader Rev. Adolfo Nicolas, second from right, delivers his message during a mass he celebrated 
with the Jesuits on the occasion of the order's titular feast, in Rome’s Jesus’ Church, Friday, Jan. 
3, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Osservatore Romano, ho) 
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France mulls ban on comic, his double-edged salute 


West Bromwich Albion’s Nicolas Anelka, right, gestures to celebrates his goal against West Ham 
United during their English Premier League soccer match at Upton Park, London, on December 
28, 2013. It's caught on like a dance move one hand pointing downward, the other touching 
the shoulder with arm across the chest. But for many, the gesture is a hateful, anti-Semitic code. 
France’s top security official wants the entertainer who popularized it banned from the stage. 

(AP Photo/Sang Tan) 


ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — It’s caught on 
like a dance move — one 
hand pointing downward, 
the other touching the 
shoulder with an arm across 
the chest. But for many, the 
gesture popularized by a 
French comic is hateful and 
anti-Semitic. 

Now, France’s top security 
official wants to ban him 
from the stage. 

Dieudonne M’Bala M'Bala 
has a small but faithful fol¬ 
lowing of fans from dispa¬ 
rate walks of life. Some are 
marginalized immigrants 
from France's housing proj¬ 
ects. Some are Muslims. 
Some are even adherents 
of the far-right. 

But Dieudonne’s profile has 
soared since the gesture, 
dubbed the “quenelle,” 
went viral in recent months. 
To Interior Minister Manuel 
Vails, it is an “inverted Nazi 
salute.” He is exploring 
ways to ban gatherings he 
says threaten public order 
as a means of keeping the 
comic from performing. 

But Dieudonne, who goes 
only by his first name, is 
adamant the quenelle — 
named for a fish dumpling 
eaten in some parts of the 
country — is an anti-es¬ 
tablishment sign meaning 


“shove it.” 

Vails’ critics caution that 
going after the comic has 
the whiff of a witch-hunt 
and fear it may endanger 
a fundamental right to free¬ 
dom of speech. 

The 47-year-old Dieudonne 
(pronounced DYEU-dun- 
ay) has been convicted 
more than a half-dozen 
times for inciting racial ha¬ 
tred or anti-Semitism over 
the years. 

He was most recently con¬ 
victed last fall for using 
the word “Shoananas,” a 
mash-up of the Hebrew 
word for Holocaust and the 
French word for pineapple, 
seen as making light of the 
Holocaust. 

An investigation also 
opened this week af¬ 
ter Dieudonne allegedly 
made an anti-Semitic slur 
toward a Jewish journal¬ 
ist on France-lnter radio. 
“When I hear him (the jour¬ 
nalist) talk, you see ... I say 
to myself gas chambers ... 
A pity," Dieudonne said 
during a performance last 
month, parts of which were 
shown on French TV. 

“I think 2014 will be the year 
of the quenelle,” Dieudon¬ 
ne said in a video posted 
this week on You Tube. In 
that video, Dieudonne also 
denied he is anti-Semitic: 


basketball star Tony Parker 
did it years ago. Both said 
they did not understand it 
was an anti-Semitic gesture. 
Parker said in a mea culpa 
released by the San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs that he “thought it 
was part of a comedy act.” 


in March 2012. Another 
showed two soldiers salut¬ 
ing in front of a Paris syna¬ 
gogue. 

One photo shows the inte¬ 


in Thursday’s Le Monde 
arguing that Dieudonne's 
mixed-bag audience has 
a common denominator — 
anti-Semitism. □ 


Thatcher considered using military 
during 1984 miners’ strike 


ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 
LONDON - As striking min¬ 
ers challenged her grip on 
power in 1984, Prime Min¬ 
ister Margaret Thatcher se¬ 
cretly considered calling 
out the British military to 
transport vital supplies of 
food and coal around the 
country and declaring a 
state of emergency to bol¬ 
ster the government in one 
of the defining confron¬ 
tations of her tumultuous 
years in office, according 
to previously classified doc¬ 
uments released Friday. 

The government papers, 
released by the National 
Archives, cast new light on 
an era that shaped Britain 
for decades, crushing the 
power of labor unions and 
establishing an ideologi¬ 


cal reverence for market 
forces that has endured 
through successive Labour 
and Conservative govern¬ 
ments. 

In 1984, by contrast, 
Thatcher, who died in April 
at age 87, faced a mili¬ 
tant union movement that 
threatened to bring the 
country to a halt as dock 
workers seemed poised to 
support striking coal min¬ 
ers who clashed frequently 
with the police along the 
picket lines. 

“The Left’s aim is to pave 
the way for the ultimate 
defeat of the government 
by destroying its policies 
and its credibility,” John 
Redwood, a policy adviser 
to Thatcher who has sur¬ 
vived as an emblem of the 
Conservative right, said in 


one of the documents re¬ 
leased Friday. 

On July 16,1984, the papers 
showed, Thatcher met her 
most senior Cabinet minis¬ 
ters to debate the possibil¬ 
ity of declaring a state of 
emergency and using the 
military to transport coal 
and food. 

Moreover, Britain’s lead¬ 
ers displayed a degree of 
edginess about taking such 
dramatic measures, fear¬ 
ful that such action could 
deepen the crisis. 

“It was not clear how far 
a declaration of a state of 
emergency would be inter¬ 
preted as a sign of weak¬ 
ness, nor to what extent it 
would increase docker sup¬ 
port for the miners' strike,” 
the record of the meeting 
said.Q 



“There’s a misunderstand¬ 
ing. I don’t say I won’t be 
one day. I leave that pos¬ 
sibility open.” 

Soccer star Nicolas Anelka 
used the quenelle recently 
to celebrate a goal, and 


But a photo posted on 
French news sites shows a 
man doing the quenelle in 
front of the Jewish school in 
Toulouse where an Islamic 
extremist gunned down 
three children and a rabbi 


rior minister surrounded by 
youth doing the quenelle 
at a September inaugu¬ 
ration, clearly without his 
knowledge. 

Sociologist Michel Wievi- 
orka wrote a commentary 
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Fiat’s challenge: Improve performance in Italy, Asia 


European lending 
lags, sign recovery 
may remain weak 

DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — New figures show 
that European banks are 
lending less to companies 
— another sign the conti¬ 
nent's economic upswing 
remains less than robust. 
The European Central Bank 
reported Friday that loans 
to companies slipped by 
3.1 percent in November 
from a year earlier. The 
drop was sharper than the 
previous month's 3.0 per¬ 
cent. 

Analysts say banks can be 
reluctant to lend given un¬ 
certain growth prospects 
that mean increased risk 
they won’t be repaid. 
Some companies, mean¬ 
while, may not want to risk 
borrowing. Others don’t 
need credit because they 
are sitting on adequate 
cash reserves — but don’t 
yet see a reason to invest 
that cash in new produc¬ 
tion. 

The economy of the euro 
currency union — a bloc 
that grew from 17 to 18 
members in the new year 
with Latvia’s accession — 
expanded by only 0.1 per¬ 
cent in the third quarter 
last year, with unemploy¬ 
ment at 12.1 percent. Gov¬ 
ernments’ efforts to reduce 
debt by cutting spending 
and raising taxes have 
weighed on growth. 
Analyst Howard Archer at 
IHS Global Insight said the 
weak figures increased 
pressure on the ECB to add 
stimulus to the economy 
in the coming months. He 
said the ECB could offer 
cheap, long-term loans to 
banks on the condition the 
money is used for lending. 
Archer expects the ECB to 
keep its benchmark lend¬ 
ing rate at the current re¬ 
cord low of 0.25 percent 
“through to 2015, although 
it is not inconceivable that 
it could trim it to 0.1 per¬ 
cent or even 0.0 percent.” 
Lower interest rates can 
stimulate growth. But the 
problem is the ECB’s al- 
ready-low benchmark 
rates are not being passed 
along by banks. So the ECB 
is looking at other mea¬ 
sures, such as the targeted 
loans.Q 


DAVID JOLLY 
© 2014 New York Times 
PARIS - The Fiat boss, Ser¬ 
gio Marchionne, has finally 
won complete ownership 
of Chrysler and can begin 
trying to realize his dream 
of building a world-class 
carmaker to compete with 
industry leaders Toyota, 
General Motors and Volk¬ 
swagen. At the top of the 
to-do list: Stanch the de¬ 
terioration in Fiat's home 
market and fix a glaring 
hole in its Asia business. 
Marchionne, chief execu¬ 
tive of Chrysler and Fiat, 
rescued the Detroit auto¬ 
maker from bankruptcy 
in a 2009 deal with the 
Obama administration 
that gave Fiat 58.5 percent 
of Chrysler and the poten¬ 
tial to raise that stake. In 
an agreement announced 
Wednesday, the compa¬ 
nies said Fiat would buy 
the remaining 41.5 percent 
from a United Automobile 
Workers health care trust 
for $4.35 billion. The deal 
creates a company that 
last year had $114 billion in 
sales, making it the world's 
seventh-largest automak¬ 
er. Marchionne has long 
held that to be competi¬ 
tive and profitable in the 
global auto market, a car- 
maker needs to sell at least 
6 million vehicles annually. 
The Chrysler-Fiat alliance, 
which sold about 4.5 mil¬ 
lion vehicles last year, re¬ 
mains short of that target. 
The agreement capped 
months of thorny negotia¬ 
tions and opens the way 
to a possible New York list¬ 
ing of Fiat-Chrysler shares. 
It also smooths the way for 
a relaunch of the Alfa Ro¬ 
meo brand in the United 
States. 

“It's a deal that Fiat had 
to get done," Harald Hen- 
drikse, an analyst at Nomu¬ 
ra in London, said. “As usu¬ 
al, Mr. Marchionne's pulled 
a rabbit out of the hat." 


MADRID (AP) — The num¬ 
ber of people registered as 
unemployed in Spain fell by 
107,570 in December, 
the best drop on record for 
the month and welcome 
news for an economy 
struggling to recover after 


Investors welcomed the 
news. Fiat's shares soared 
16 percent Thursday on the 
Milan bourse. 

To lift sales, Marchionne 
must look to emerging 
markets, analysts said. 

Fiat has a good presence 
in Brazil, enjoying a healthy 
23 percent of the market, 
though that share is un¬ 
der threat from aggressive 


entrants like Toyota and 
Hyundai. 

But it has only a minimal 
presence in China, the 
world’s biggest car mar¬ 
ket. Massimo Vecchio, an 
analyst at Mediobanca in 
Milan, said the only hope 
of reaching Marchionne's 
goal of 6 million vehicles 
was through a partnership 
with an Asian automaker 
that would allow it to gain 
access to the Chinese 
car market, the world’s 
biggest.“Fiat is late to the 
game in Asia,” Vecchio 
said. “That’s the only way 
they'll be able to recover 


a two-year recession. 

The Labor Ministry said Fri¬ 
day the decrease left the 
total number of unem¬ 
ployed at about 4.7 million. 
It said the unemployment 
figure dipped by 147,385 
for the whole of 2013. 


the lost ground." He sug¬ 
gested the Japanese au¬ 
tomakers Mazda and Su¬ 
zuki as possible partners. 
While Chrysler is doing well 
in the United States, with 
sales rising 9.3 percent last 
year. Fiat is faltering in Eu¬ 
rope. Its European sales 
- which include its own 
brand, as well as Lancia, 
Chrysler, Alfa Romeo and 


Jeep vehicles - fell 7.8 
percent in the 11 months 
through November from 
the same period in 2012. 
That's far worse than the 
2.7 percent decline in the 
overall European market. 

In that time, the compa¬ 
ny's market share slipped 
to 5.8 percent from 6.2 
percent. But the picture is 
even worse than it first ap¬ 
pears, Hendrikse said. The 
company is overly reliant 
on Italy, which accounts 
for about a third of Fiat’s 
sales. Excluding the Italian 
market, he said, Fiat’s Euro¬ 
pean market share is only 


Quarterly unemployment 
surveys — seen as more 
accurate by economists 
— show that Spain's un¬ 
employment rate was 26 
percent in the third quar¬ 
ter, with 6 million people 
jobless. The rate is the sec- 


about 2 percent. 

“The Fiat brand at this 
stage is no longer a rel¬ 
evant competitor in the 
European space,” Hen¬ 
drikse said. The company, 
he added, is “horrendous¬ 
ly undercapitalized and 
badly positioned. I don't 
see how Chrysler is going 
to help them much in Eu¬ 
rope." 


When the deal was first 
struck in 2009, Fiat played 
the white knight to Chrys¬ 
ler, providing the Ameri¬ 
can company with leader¬ 
ship and technology at a 
moment of crisis. Chrysler's 
Dodge Dart, for example, 
is built on a modified Alfa 
Romeo platform. 

But now the roles are re¬ 
versed. Chrysler has been 
providing virtually all of Fi¬ 
at's profit for the last three 
quarters, and with Europe’s 
car market expected to 
grow only about 3 percent 
this year, that is unlikely to 
change soon. □ 


ond highest in the 28-coun- 
try European Union after 
Greece. 

The Spanish government in¬ 
sists the economy is on the 
mend and will create jobs 
in 2014.Q 



A hostess sits in a Fiat 500 during the first press day of the 65th Frankfurt Auto Show in Frankfurt, 
Germany in September, 2013. Fiat boss Sergio Marchionne has finally won complete ownership of 
Chrysler and can begin trying to realize his dream of building a world-class carmaker to compete 
with industry leaders Toyota, General Motors and Volkswagen. 

(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 


Spain Dec jobless dip best on record for the month 
















Jolly Pirates announce for your Sailing pleasure: 

Enjoy Sunset Sails every day along with two Snorkel options! 



tropical fish will be viewed 
on the magnificent 400ft 
sunken ship, Antilla. 

For a very affordable two- 
hour sunset trip join the 
Jolly Pirates any afternoon, 
offered seven days 5:30 
- 7:30pm for only $32 per 
person. 

All fhree Jolly Pirafes 
options are family friendly. 
Each will include an open 
bar, a bartender who 
joyfully circulates, while you 
relax and enjoy Old World 
charm aboard the teak 
decked Schooner. Why 
not, experience the magic 
of how a little trade wind 
can snap the Schooner's 
sails to life wifh a liftle yo 
ho ho... Aruba’s friendliesf 
crew of pirates is now 
wowing delighted guests 
every day. 

Whether it be Sunset Sailing 


or Snorkeling on Aruba's 
reefs and Swinging off a 
rope and singing Yo, Ho, 
Ho with a cup full of Pirate’s 
Poison, the Jolly Pirates 
experience is well worth 
writing home about! 

And as the Jolly 
Pirates celebrate more 
than another year of 
outstanding customer 
satisfaction, Aruba’s tourists 
can look forward to more 
impressive same small- 
business charm. 

Jolly Pirates cruises depart 
from the Moomba area just 
between the Holiday Inn 
and Marriott. Please use 
the Aruba Today value- 
added coupon for Jolly 
Pirates Cruises. Make your 
reservations by calling 586- 
8107 or visit the Jolly Pirates 
Gift Shop at Moomba 
Beach. □ 



MOOMBA BEACH - Aruba’s 
most popular Sailing 
Adventures feature daily a 
4- hour Sail, Snorkel, Swim 
and Swing - to be specific 
there’s a really cool pirate 
rope swing attached to 
the 85ft teak schooner's 
yard arm. Think Tarzan and 
then plunging into the sea. 
Wow! 

Aruba’s most popular 
snorkel cruises are offered 
daily from 9:00am - 1pm 
with a very tasty, full- 
service barbecue lunch 
aboard. Snorkeling at 
three great sites, proper 


instruction with snorkel 
equipment and open bar 
are also included in the 
very economical price of 
only $60 per person. 

Each Afternoon a 3-hour 
afternoon Snorkel tour 
which includes the same 
three sites is also offered 
Daily from 2:00 - 5:00 pm 
for only $45 per person. 
Both Snorkel options will 
bring you to a quiet cove 
to drop anchor and snorkel 
at your heart’s content. 
An unforgettable visit to a 
WWII wreck will amaze you 
as oodles and oodles of 
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Different relaxing , quiet and fantastic: 


The Blue Lobster Restaurant: A wonderful eatery in Aruba! 


Most of us go around look¬ 
ing for fancy decoration, 
chandeliers, high ceilings 
and Luis XVII furniture while 
served dinner, and fortu¬ 
nately for us there are plen¬ 
ty places like that which 
fits such description here in 
Aruba. 

But getting some warmth 
and friendly professional 
staff at a place which of¬ 
fers nice Caribbean decor 
and superb food quality 
at very reasonable prices - 
there are not many places 
around that offer all this un¬ 
der one roof. 

We know only one place 
on Aruba that offers all this 
and much more: The Blue 
Lobster Restaurant, which 
offers over 25 lobster dishes 
on the same menu, and a 
great variety of seafood 
dishes which makes of The 
Blue Lobster Restaurant the 
lobster mecca in Aruba. 
Thousands of tourists and lo¬ 
cals have visited this great 
restaurant in the merely 
2 years that it has been in 
operation, and it is time for 
you to join the long list of 
repeat visitors, which have 
visited over 3 times before 
returning home from their 
vacations! 

Or perhaps be in the list of 
those who arrive in Aruba 
and go to eat there even 
before checking in at 
their hotel. Or it is possible 
to have heard about this 
great restaurant “The Blue 
Lobster” even before arriv¬ 
ing on this beautiful island: 
do not be surprised! TripAd- 
visor has already granted 
a Certificate Of Excellence 
for 2012, and 2013 consec¬ 




utively, and locally the res¬ 
taurant has been named 
"The Best Lobster House On 
Aruba.” 

But it is not just because of 
the excellent food qual¬ 
ity being served there. The 
friendly and attentive staff 
and the Caribbean decor, 
enhanced by the historical 
old-fashioned pictures of 
Aruba adorning the walls of 
this cozy and romantic little 
place give the best ambi¬ 
ance for dining. Guests en¬ 
joy great piano music by 


patrons have enjoyed at 
this wonderful restaurant in 
Palm Beach. 

There are some other real 
reasons for its growing 
popularity, and for steadily 
increasing its list of repeat 



Richard Clayderman which 
brings out the best memo¬ 
ries of your life while sipping 
a glass of your preferred 
wine. 

All of this is what interna¬ 
tional organizations like Tri- 
pAdvisor and The lOBest, 
as well as of thousands of 


visitors. The Blue Lobster's 
management never for¬ 
gets that great cuisine does 
not necessarily have to be 
expensive. Just ask around 
and confirm that a real 3 
course dinner, including 
lobster and wine, will cost 
at least sixty dollars per per¬ 
son at most restaurants on 
Aruba: but not at The Blue 
Lobster! It does not even 
get to Forty bucks, so to top 
up this story there you can 
get the cake and eat it too. 
Lobster tails, garlic Shrimps, 


Lobster chimichurri, Lobster 
linguini, are only some of 
the wonderful dishes you 
can get included in this 
special. Of course if you 
prefer go for meat. You can 
have a nice center cut filet 
mignon instead. 

So it is nice, it is friendly, it is 
relaxing, serves great food 
and it is affordable. 

That is what patrons are 
saying about The Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant, the newest 
and greatest Lobster house 
of Aruba. 

Here’s what one of our re¬ 
cent guests submitted to 
TripAdvisor! 

“Great Little Place!” 

5 Of 5 Stars. 

Reviewed October 28, 
2013. 

“My husband and I visited 
The Blue Lobster during our 
honeymoon in Aruba the 
week of 10/13-10/18. We 
really enjoyed our evening! 
We had reservations but 
did not know how long it 
would take to get there 
from our hotel (we were at 
the Radisson). We ended 
up taking a cab, although 
we could have walked. 
We were about 15 minutes 
early and our table was 
not ready so we just sat at 
another table outside on 
the porch while we waited. 
We were OK with this, how¬ 
ever the manager was so 
nice, he kept coming over 
and updating us on when 
our table would be ready. 
Once our table was ready 
we were happy to see that 
it was inside, my husband 
was very warm!” 


"The inside of the restaurant 
is air conditioned but was 
not freezing cold like some 
places. It is very small, with 
only about 6 or 7 tables and 
a small bar, but very cozy 
and decorated with photo¬ 
graphs of the island. It was 
adorable, we really loved 
the atmosphere. There were 
no loud people, everyone 
seemed to just be enjoying 
a nice quiet meal which is 
exactly what we were look¬ 
ing to do that evening. Our 
waiter was very attentive 
and knowledgeable about 
the menu. We ordered the 
Shrimp cocktail to share as 
an appetizer, it was kind 
of small, but it tasted very 
good and we did not want 
to fill up before our din¬ 
ner so it was perfect for us. 
We each ordered the 8oz. 
Lobster Tails which came 
with potatoes and veg¬ 
gies. It was delicious and 
the perfect size. We were 
pretty full, but we had to try 
the apple beignets! They 
were served warm with ice 
cream, so good!! We each 
had two drinks. Our bill was 
less than $140 before tip. 
We are from the Northeast 
and are used to going out 
to higher priced restaurants 
so we were pleasantly sur¬ 
prised with the affordability 
of such a wonderful meal. 
We are very excited to re¬ 
turn to Blue Lobster next 
year when we go back to 
Aruba!” Come and see for 
yourself what everyone is 
talking about: Make your 
reservations for The Blue 
Lobster Restaurant, and 
come enjoy a little slice of 
heaven on ArubaO 


There’s nothing like the Excelsior 
Casino Poker room at Holiday Inn! 


PALM BEACH - Whenever 
you sit down to play a poker 
cash game, you are sitting 
down to play this game in 
its purest form. Long before 
the huge tournaments that 
are so popular today, pok¬ 
er was played for money 
wherever men gathered, 
is a man game that many 
ladies has mastered. 
Excelsior Casino poker 
room's has been mak¬ 
ing Aruba history since 
1987 when gamblers, from 


around the world meet at 
the tables. 

Previous and current own¬ 
ers were always passionate 
about giving players ex¬ 
citement, good odds and 
friendly service, as the old 
saying - Good Times and 
Good Gamble. 

Excelsior was recognized 
as the place to go for high 
roller action and generous 
to all players. The first World 
Poker Tournament from UB 
(Ultimate 


Bet) was held at Excelsior 
Casino and gamblers like: 
Phil Helmut, Chris Money¬ 
maker, Devilfish and count¬ 
less others, actors like Lou 
Diamond Philips and Ben 
Affleck has seat at the ta¬ 
bles at the poker room of 
Excelsior Casino. 

As a legacy Excelsior casi¬ 
no is continuing to making 
things great for any poker 
gambler.Jhis Poker Room 
is the ultimate test of any 
playing skillsQ 
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Greg Asadoorian performing at The Sopranos Piano Bar Aruba 




127 exclusive ocean view residences witJi ISCF views 
of ihe Car>bbe.vi and just a few steps from the beach 


PALM BEACH - Piano bar 
entertainer Greg Asadoori¬ 
an is performing in Aruba 
through February 28 at The 
Sopranos Piano Bar at Ar- 
awak Gardens, J.E. Iraus- 
quin 368. 

A professional piano bar 
entertainer for 10 years, 
Greg Asadoorian delivers 


an energetic rock ‘n’ roll 
show that gets the audi¬ 
ence into the act. With ac¬ 
cents of harmonica and 
percussion to his dexterous 
piano playing and versatile 
vocals, Greg is a true one- 
man band. In addition to a 
repertoire of crowd favor¬ 
ites, he also offers an R-rat- 


The Year 2014 had begun 
and we had simple fun 

By Roland W. Peterson. 

Never before in history was it ever seen 
That is the year 2014 
The streets filled with smoke 
And believe me this was no joke 


ed, adults-only late night 
show. 

Greg has enjoyed play¬ 
ing all over his native New 
England and was ranked 
among the highest rated 
piano bar entertainers dur¬ 
ing a five-year stint with 
Carnival Cruise Lines. 

He performs Sunday 
through Friday from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m.Q 


Your Own Caribbean Private Sanctuary 


You could hardly see your neighbor. 

Jokingly everyone wished the other a Happy New Year 
Even if you could not see, but only hear 
That was all you could hear 



There was Johnny Chan 
Who ignited the “pagarra” 

There was no other who can 
Then came Rudy with his clan 
We all told jokes and had some fun 

The pop of the champagne bottle was not even heard, 
as we sipped the champagne the cold breeze settled in 
It started to drizzle then 
the neighbors went home 

The year 2014 had begun 
And we had simple fun. 
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IMPORTANT TRAFFIC SIGNS 

w One way road 
V Right of way ahead 
O All traf c prohibited 
# No stopping or parting 


cadi 

Cura Cahill 
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One way road 
Enter only Ihis side 

Right of way road 

s End of right of way road 

A Right of way at intersection 

© Oncoming trar e has 
right of way 

@ Slop. Right of way ahead 
© Do not pass 
No Left turn 
0 No Right turn 















































































NFL Preview 


Getting key players back a must for NFL playoffs 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Sometimes it's not who's 
hot but who’s healthy that 
matters in the NFL playoffs. 
The fact that teams play¬ 
ing in the wild-card round 
this weekend must win an 
extra game to get to the 
Super Bowl makes it even 
more difficult to avoid inju¬ 
ries. Yet those teams have 
been successful: In seven 
of the last eight seasons, a 
Super Bowl qualifier played 
in the wild-card round. 
Only 2009 was the excep¬ 
tion. 

Six times in that span, the 
eventual champion also 
came through the wild¬ 
card weekend. 

On Saturday, it's Indianap¬ 
olis vs. Kansas City, then 
Philadelphia vs. New Or¬ 
leans. On Sunday, Cincin¬ 
nati welcomes San Diego, 
then Green Bay hosts San 
Francisco. 



Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) celebrates with wide receiver Randall Cobb 
(18) after an NFL football game against the Chicago Bears, Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013, in Chicago. 
Cobb made the game-winning touchdown reception in the Packers’ 33-28 win to capture the 
NFC North title. 

Associated Press 


Players returning from injury 
will be huge in Green Bay 
and Kansas City. 

For the Packers, the de¬ 
fense has been a sieve 
and is missing its top player, 
linebacker Clay Matthews, 
but the comebacks of 
passer Aaron Rodgers and 
receiver Randall Cobb for 
the regular-season finale 
not only provided a boost 
to the offense but lifted 
Green Bay into the post¬ 
season. Rodgers, back 
from a broken left col¬ 
larbone, and Cobb, who 
was out with a knee injury, 
combined on a fourth- 
down, 48-yard touchdown 
pass in the final moments 
at Chicago. 

That touchdown gave the 
Packers the division title. 
Their reward: Last season’s 
NFC champions, the 49ers, 
going to Lambeau Field. 


Continued on page 20 



Bolivians vow to block 
Dakar Rally on salt flats 


A man looks at cars parked for the technical verifications of the 
Dakar Rally 2014 in Rosario, Argentina, Friday, Jan. 3, 2014. The 
race sets off on Jan. 5, from Rosario, Argentina and finishes in 
Valparaiso, Chile on Jan. 18. 

Associated Press 


VICENTE L. PAN ETTA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Aymara Indians are 
vowing to block Dakar Ral¬ 
ly competitors from Boliv¬ 
ia’s high-altifude salt flats, 
where President Evo Mo¬ 


rales is hoping the world's 
hardest rally will boost tour¬ 
ism. 

Organizers of the race, 
which starts in Rosario on 
Sunday, are permitting only 
motorbikes and quad bikes 
near Salar de Uyuni, the 


largest salt flats in the world. 
Cars and trucks will take a 
more direct route from Ar¬ 
gentina into Chile on Jan. 
12 and 13. While some Ay¬ 
mara back the race, oth¬ 
ers fear crowds will leave 
rubbish and the racers will 
carve deep marks into the 
shiny white surface. 

The Salar de Uyuni is 11,800 
feet (3,600 meters) above 
sea level and stretches 
over more than 4,000 
square miles (11,000 square 
kilometers). It's a breeding 
ground every November 
for South American flamin¬ 
gos, and fhe briny water 
under the lake’s hard sur¬ 
face has high concentra¬ 
tions of lithium, which is 


mined for batteries. 

Rain is expected during the 
Bolivia leg, which could 
leave a sheen of water 
over the crusty surface and 
create what seems like 
an endless mirror. But that 
liquid also could moisten 
the salt, raising chances 
that heavy equipment will 
break through hard lay¬ 
ers that have built up over 
thousands of years. 

Cars commonly cross the 
salt flats, with SUVs carry¬ 
ing tourists and pickups 
supplying salt harvesters 
and lithium operations. But 
they generally avoid the 
lake when it’s covered with 
water, which is why racing 
cars and trucks will detour. 


“It's a precipitous route, 
there could be water on 
the surface of the salar, and 
there's only one lane for all 
the vehicles, which doesn't 
allow for cars and trucks," 
Dakar Rally chief Etienne 
Lavigne said on the race 
website.The organizers did 
not respond to requests for 
comment on Thursday on 
the environmental issues. 
Bolivia’s environment and 
water minister, Jose Zamo¬ 
ra, said his agency was 
preparing an environmen¬ 
tal permit and will protect 
the area's natural beauty. 
Meanwhile, the govern¬ 
ment also was sending 
troops to keep close watch 
over the race.Q 
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Ex-Vikings punter: Coach made anti-gay remarks 


JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — For¬ 
mer Minnesota punter 
Chris Kluwe says his special 
teams coordinator made 
anti-gay comments while 
Kluwe was with the Vikings, 
an allegation the coach 
“vehemently denies.” 

In an article posted Thurs¬ 
day on the website Dead- 
spin, Kluwe wrote that 
coach Mike Priefer made 
several anti-gay comments 
in objection to Kluwe’s out¬ 
spoken opposition of an 
anti-gay marriage amend¬ 
ment in Minnesota. 

Kluwe also says former Vi¬ 
kings coach Leslie Frazier 
and current general man¬ 
ager Rick Spielman encour¬ 
aged him to tone down 
his rhetoric in an effort to 
reduce distractions to the 
team. At the same time, 
Kluwe said. Vikings owner 
Zygi Wilt expressed support 
for his championing of gay 
rights. 

Hours later, Priefer issued 


a statement disputing 
Kluwe’s portrayal of the 
events. 

“I want to be clear that I 
do not tolerate discrimina¬ 
tion of any type and am re¬ 
spectful of all individuals,” 
Priefer said. “I personally 
have gay family members 
who I love and support just 
as I do any family mem¬ 
ber.” 

The Vikings said in a state¬ 
ment that they take the 
allegations “very seriously 
and will thoroughly review 
this matter.” 

The statement said the 
team has always respect¬ 
ed its players’ individual 
rights and promoted toler¬ 
ance. 

“Because he was identi¬ 
fied with the Vikings, Chris 
was asked to be respect¬ 
ful while expressing his 
opinions," the statement 
said. “Team ownership and 
management also repeat¬ 
edly emphasized to Chris 
that the Vikings would not 
impinge on his right to ex¬ 


press his views.” 

Kluwe called Priefer “a 
bigot” and Spielman and 
Frazier “two cowards” for 
releasing him in May after 
eight seasons with the Vi¬ 
kings. 

He was due to make 
$1.45 million, which was 
more than the financially 
strapped Vikings wanted to 
spend on a punter. So they 
drafted Jeff Locke and 
parted ways with Kluwe, 
bringing to an end his col¬ 
orful and outspoken stay in 
Minnesota. 

“Any notion that Chris was 
released from our football 
team due to his stance on 
marriage equality is entire¬ 
ly inaccurate and incon¬ 
sistent with team policy,” 
the Vikings said Thursday. 
“Chris was released strictly 
based on his football per¬ 
formance.” 

In his article, Kluwe alleged 
that Priefer grew more and 
more impatient with the 
various causes Kluwe sup¬ 
ported and several times 



This is a July 28, 2012 file 
photo showing Minnesota 
Vikings punter Chris Kluwe at 
NFL football training camp in 
Mankato, Minn. 

Associated Press 

made anti-gay remarks 
during team meetings. 
Kluwe said wanted to post 
his article now in hopes of 
discouraging the Vikings, 
or any other team, from 
employing Priefer, who is 


widely respected at Vi¬ 
kings headquarters and is 
viewed by some as a po¬ 
tential head coach one 
day. 

Priefer was hired by the 
Vikings in 2011 after previ¬ 
ously serving as the special 
teams coach in Denver 
and Kansas City. 

“The primary reason I en¬ 
tered coaching was to af¬ 
fect people in a positive 
way," Priefer said. “As a 
coach, I have always cre¬ 
ated an accepting envi¬ 
ronment for my players, 
including Chris, and have 
looked to support them 
both on and off the field.” 
“The comments today 
have not only attacked my 
character and insulted my 
professionalism, but they 
have also impacted my 
family." 

Kluwe said he wanted to 
wait to air his grievances 
until after the NFL regular 
season so as not to provide 
a distraction to his friends 
on the team. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Oklahoma beats Alabama 45-31 in Sugar Bowl 



Oklahoma head coach Bob Stoops holds the Sugar Bowl trophy with his team after defeating 
Alabama 45-31 in the NCAA college football matchup in New Orleans, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. 

Associated Press 


BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — First- 
year quarterback Trevor 
Knight threw for 348 yards 
and four touchdowns in a 
breakout performance to 
lead the University of Okla¬ 
homa past the University of 
Alabama 45-31 in college 
football’s Sugar Bowl on 
Thursday. 

Knight had only complet¬ 
ed 47 passes all season 
but connected on a Sug¬ 
ar Bowl-record 32 for the 
Sooners. 

“It’s huge for our program, 
to get a win like this after no 
one gave us a chance all 
year,” Knight said. “We’ve 
got to ride this into next 
year.” 

AJ McCarron passed for 
387 yards and two touch¬ 
downs for the Crimson Tide, 
which had been ranked 
No. 1 for much of the past 
three seasons and won the 
previous two national titles. 
McCarron also had two 
interceptions that set up 
Oklahoma TDs, and his fum¬ 
ble, returned for a score in 


the final minute, sealed 
Alabama’s first two-game 
losing streak since its Sugar 
Bowl loss to Utah in January 
2009. 

“Put it all on me. I had two 
turnovers, (Oklahoma) 
ended up scoring 14 points, 
and we lost by 14,” said 


McCarron, who won 36 of 
his first 38 games before los¬ 
ing his last two. 

It was the first Sugar Bowl 
in which quarterbacks for 
both teams threw for more 
fhan 300 yards. 

“I actually thought that 
the players responded in 


practice pretty well for this 
game,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. “We put 
over 500 yards of offense 
up. Somebody had to do 
something right. I don’t 
think that we played as well 
on defense as we're capa¬ 
ble of or should have." 


Derrick Henry’s 43-yard run 
in the third quarter pulled 
Alabama to 31-24, and 
the Crimson Tide defense 
forced four punts while giv¬ 
ing up only one first down 
in the third quarter. But Ala¬ 
bama was unable to add 
another score before the 
Sooners starting moving the 
ball again in the final quar¬ 
ter. 

Knight lofted a perfect pass 
to Lacoltan Bester for a 34- 
yard gain to the Alabama 
9. Shortly after, Knight 
rolled left all the way to 
the sideline before rifling a 
touchdown strike to Sterling 
Shepard, making it a two- 
touchdown game again 
with 10:44 left. 

Henry pulled Alabama 
back with in a score once 
more when he turned his 
first career completion into 
a 61-yard TD with 6:22 still to 
go. 

But Oklahoma then regis¬ 
tered its seventh sack when 
Eric Striker stripped McCar¬ 
ron, and Geneo Grissom 
returned it 8 yards for a 
score.□ 



Kansas City Chiefs running back Knile Davis, center, jumps in 
the end zone as he scores a touchdown against the San Diego 
Chargers during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2013, in San Diego. 


NFLPRE 

Continued on page 18 


The Packers can't count 
on the Lambeau mystique 
- they lost half their home 
games this season, and to 
the best teams they faced 
there, Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh. 

The 49ers are one of fhe 
strongest wild-card teams 
in recent NFL history. They 
have no fear of going on 
the road, where they were 
6-2. They beat Green Bay 
at Candlestick Park to start 
the season, and are on a 
six-game winning streak. 
Kansas City, runner-up to 
Denver in the AFC West, 
got off to a 9-0 start, 
but then started getting 
hurt. Top linebackers Jus¬ 
tin Houston and Tamba 
Hali, tackles Branden Al¬ 
bert and Eric Fisher — the 
top overall draft choice 
last year — and receiver 
Dwayne Bowe were side¬ 
lined or hobbled at vari¬ 
ous times, and the Chiefs 
losf five of their last seven 


games. 

“Big-time players want to 
make big-time plays in big- 
time games,” Bowe said. 
“These are the games you 
have to show up.” 

Houston missed the final 
five games with a dislo¬ 
cated right elbow and will 
wear a brace against In¬ 
dianapolis. 


Associated Press 

Indianapolis is relatively 
healthy. The Colts won 
their last three games by a 
combined 78-20 and com¬ 
mitted the fewest turnovers 
(14) and fewest penalties 
(66) in the NFL. 

These teams met in Ar¬ 
rowhead Stadium just two 
weeks ago and the Colts 
dominated after a slow 


start, winning 23-7. The key 
for the unpredictable Colts 
is protecting quarterback 
Andrew Luck. 

The one wild-card game 
where injuries are relatively 
a nonfactor is Philadelphia- 
New Orleans. Unless you 
count the Saints' damaged 
pride about their inability to 
win on the road. 

They went 8-0 at home but 
have been mediocre away 
from the Superdome, drop¬ 
ping their last three. They 
have never won a road 
playoff game. 

Still, they feel fheir experi¬ 
ence in fhe posfseason — 
many of fhe current Saints 
won the 2009 champion¬ 
ship— will provide an edge. 
“We have been through a 
lot together," quarterback 
Drew Brees said. “We know 
the expectation level. We 
know the preparation. I 
think there is a level of pride 
that comes along with that 
— and accountability.” 
Philly is fully invested in first- 
year coach Chip Kelly’s 
up-tempo offense, and an 
improving defense. After 
losing 10 in a row at home 


dating to last season, the 
Eagles won their last four, 
never allowing more than 
21 points. Holding New 
Orleans to so few points 
would be a good idea. The 
Eagles can't wait to try. 
“The great thing about 
where we are right now is 
if you win, you get to play 
again," Kelly said. 

The Chargers haven't lost 
since Cincinnati beat them 
in San Diego on Dec. 1. 
They won their final four 
games fo sneak into the 
final AFC wild card. They 
have concerns about 
1,000-yard rusher Ryan 
Mathews’ ankle and re- 
ceiver-punt returner Eddie 
Royal's toe. They haven’t 
been in the playoffs since 
2009 and have only six re¬ 
maining players from that 
team. 

Cincinnati, in the playoffs 
for a franchise-best third 
straight year, lost its top de¬ 
fensive player, tackle Geno 
Atkins, in midseason. Cur¬ 
rent injury worries include 
most of the offensive line 
and tight end Tyler Eifert 
(neck) .□ 
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36 leads Warriors past Heat 123-114 



Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) shoots a 3-point bas¬ 
ket as Miami Heat's Norris Cole, right, defends during the first half 
of an NBA basketball game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Stephen 
Curry scored 36 points and 
handed out 12 assists and 
David Lee scored 32 points 
as the Golden State War¬ 
riors beat the Miami Heat 
123-114 Thursday night and 
extended the NBA's lon¬ 
gest current winning streak 
to seven games. 

Curry was 13 for 22 from 
the field and 8 for 15 from 
beyond the arc for Gold¬ 
en State. Lee added 14 
rebounds, Klay Thompson 
scored 16 points and Har¬ 
rison Barnes had 15 for the 
Warriors. 

LeBron James scored 26 
points and Dwyane Wade 
added 22 for the Heat, 
which had all five starters in 
double figures. Chris Bosh 
scored 19, Mario Chalmers 
had 17 and Shane Battier 
11 for Miami. 

But the Heat allowed Gold¬ 
en State to shoot 56 per¬ 
cent, make 15 of 29 tries 
from 3-point range, and fin¬ 
ish with a 40-31 rebounding 
edge. 

KNICKS 105, SPURS 101 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Iman 
Shumpert scored a career- 
high 27 points, including 
the tiebreaking tip-in with 
23.4 seconds left, and 
Carmelo Anthony had 27 
points and 12 rebounds in 
his return from injury as New 
York surprised San Antonio. 
Amare Stoudemire added 
11 points and Beno Udrih 
and Andrea Bargnani had 
10 each for the Knicks, who 
ended a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Marco Belinelli had a ca¬ 
reer-high 32 points, but 
missed a pair of 3-pointers 
in the final minute for San 
Antonio. 

The Spurs dropped to 12-5 
at home this season. They 
had won three in a row 
overall. 

The Knicks’ skid coincided 
with Anthony sitting out 
with a sprained left ankle, 
but the All-Star forward 
looked refreshed in revital¬ 
izing the team’s struggling 
offense. 

NETS 95, THUNDER 93 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Joe Johnson hit a high- 
arching jumper as time 
expired to give Brooklyn 
a comeback victory over 


Oklahoma City. 

Johnson's game-winning 
shot capped an improb¬ 
able rally from a 16-point 
second-half deficit for the 
Nets, led by a season-high 
29 points from Deron Wil¬ 
liams. 

Brooklyn trailed 77-61 late 
in the third quarter, but 
Williams scored 18 in the 
second half and helped 
set the stage for John¬ 
son’s last-second shot. Paul 
Pierce added 18 points for 
the Nets. 

Kevin Durant led the Thun¬ 
der with 24 points. Okla¬ 
homa City was playing its 
fourth straight game with¬ 
out injured All-Star Russell 
Westbrook. 

The loss was the second 
straight for the Thunder, 
only the second time 
they’ve lost two in a row 
this season. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 134, BOB¬ 
CATS 104 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) 
— Wesley Matthews had 
25 points, including five of 
Portland’s 21 3-pointers, 
as the Trail Blazers routed 
Charlotte. 

The Blazers hit their first sev¬ 
en 3-pointers and finished 
by making 63.6 percent 
of their 33 attempts. Da¬ 
mian Lillard finished with 
24 points, including all six 
of his 3-point tries. The 21 
3-pointers matches a fran¬ 
chise high, set in a 139-105 
victory at the Philadelphia 
76ers on Dec. 14. 

With the win, Portland 
upped its record to 26-7 
and moved back into the 
top spot in the Western 
Conference. 

It was the season-high fifth- 
straight loss for the Bob¬ 
cats, who were coming off 
a 112-85 loss to the Clippers 
the night before. Charlotte 
has lost six straight in Port¬ 
land. 

Chris Douglas-Roberts 
came off the bench to 
lead the Bobcats with 20 
points. Al Jefferson added 
19. 

CAVALIERS 87, MAGIC 
85,OT 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Ander¬ 
son Varejao hit two crucial 
jumpers in overtime and 
tied a franchise record with 
a career-high 25 rebounds 
as Cleveland beat Orlando 
to end a season-high six- 


game losing streak. 

The Cavaliers were playing 
without All-Star point guard 
Kyrie Irving, who missed 
his first game this season 
because of a bruised left 
knee. Irving averages a 
team-high 22.2 points. 
Orlando couldn’t hold a 
10-point lead in the fourth 
quarter and Cleveland tied 
the game on Dion Waiters' 
layup with .06 seconds re¬ 
maining. 

Varejao's basket with 2:07 
remaining in OT put Cleve¬ 
land ahead 83-81. He add¬ 
ed another basket with 1:34 
left and hit two free throws 
with 23.9 seconds remain¬ 
ing to finish with 18 points. 
Glen Davis scored 16 points 
for the Magic, who scored 
only two points in the extra 
session. 


BULLS 94, CELTICS 82 
CHICAGO (AP) — Joakim 
Noah had 17 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and nine assists to 
help Chicago defeat Bos¬ 
ton. 

Carlos Boozer added 16 
points, Luol Deng 14, Taj 
Gibson 12 and Mike Dun- 
leavy 11 for the Bulls. 

Noah had nine assists early 
in the fourth quarter, but 
couldn’t get another and 
fell just short of a triple-dou¬ 
ble. Butler missed a jumper 
with 8 seconds left, Noah’s 
last chance at reaching 10 
assists. 

Jordan Crawford led the 
Celtics, who have lost two 
straight, with 22 points. 
GRIZZLIES 99, SUNS 91 
PHOENIX (AP) — Jerry d 
Bayless scored 13 of his 17 
points in the fourth quarter. 


coming off the bench to 
help Memphis overcome 
Goran Dragic's career- 
high 33 points in a win over 
Phoenix. 

Bayless helped the Grizzlies 
recover from the Suns’ 18-0 
third-quarter run, giving 
Memphis a 94-84 lead on a 
3-pointer with 4:30 to play. 
Zach Randolph had 20 
points and 15 rebounds in 
leading the Grizzlies past 
the Suns for the second 
time this season. Ed Davis 
added 16 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds. 

76ERS 113, KINGS 104 
SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — Thaddeus Young 
had 28 points and Evan 
Turner had 24 as Philadel¬ 
phia won its third straight 
game. 

Reserve guard Tony Wro- 
ten had 21 points for Phila¬ 
delphia, which ends a six- 
game road trip Saturday 
in Portland. Young had a 
career-high six steals, in¬ 
cluding five in the first half. 
DeMarcus Cousins scored 
22 of his 33 points in the 
opening half for the Kings, 
who committed 23 turn¬ 
overs and lost their sixth 
home game in a row to the 
76ers. 

JAZZ 96, BUCKS 87 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Gor¬ 
don Hayward scored 22 
points and Derrick Favors 
had 21 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds to help Utah hold 
off Milwaukee. 

Hayward, Utah’s lead¬ 
ing scorer, had failed to 
reach double digits in the 
previous two games but 
was efficient from the start 
against the Bucks with 18 
points in the first half. 

The Jazz made all 17 free 
throw attempts and out- 
rebounded the Bucks 43- 
34 in a matchup of teams 
with the worst records in 
each conference. 

In other NBA games it was 
Cleveland 87, Orlando 81, 
OT; Golden State 123, Mi¬ 
ami 114; 

Chicago 94, Boston 82; 
Brooklyn 95, Oklahoma 
City 93; New York 105, San 
Antonio 101; Memphis 99, 
Phoenix 91; Utah 96, Mil¬ 
waukee 87; Portland 134, 
Charlotte 104; and Phila¬ 
delphia 113, Sacramento 
104.Q 
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S.Williams beats Sharapova 
in Brisbane semifinals 


m 



Serena Williams of the U.S. slips and falls in her semifinal match 
against Maria Sharapova of Russia during the Brisbane Interna¬ 
tional tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Friday, Jan. 3, 
2014. 

Associated Press 
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Stanislas Wawrinka of Switzerland plays a shot against Benjamin 
Becker of Germany during the second round of the ATP Chennai 
Open 2014 in Chennai, India, Wednesday, Jan. 1,2014. Wawrin¬ 
ka won the match. 

Associated Press 

Wawrinka earns 
300th win to reach 
Chennai semis 

CHENNAI, India (AP) — Stanislas Wawrinka earned his 
300th win on the ATP tour on Friday as he breezed past 
Slovenian Aljaz Bedene 6-2, 6-1 to reach the semifinals of 
the Chennai Open. Wawrinka became only the fourth 
Swiss player to reach the milestone after Roger Federer 
(923), Marc Rosset (433) and Jakob Hlasek (432). 

“I didn’t know about it before coming here,” Wawrinka 
said. “It’s been a long time on the tour and it’s amazing. 
For sure it’s special. But I was focused on the match and 
knew that even if I did not get here I had a chance next 
week.” The top-seeded Wawrinka needed little more than 
an hour to beat Bedene, who had ousted the Swiss play¬ 
er in the quarterfinals here last year in their only previous 
meeting on the tour.B Wawrinka started with a break and 
ran up a quick 5-0 lead in the first set. The 95th-ranked Be¬ 
dene did manage a break in the sixth game but couldn’t 
put up much of a fight the rest of the way. 

“I’m very happy with the start this year, I feel very good,” 
Wawrinka said. “Usually, I need a few fournaments but 
this time I feel good already.” 

Wawrinka will next play fifth-seeded Vasek Pospisil of 
Canada, who beat local favorite Yuki Bhambria 6-3, 6-3. 
In the other quarterfinals, seventh-seeded Frenchman 
Edouard Roger-Vasselin saved eight break points to beat 
Dudi Sela of Israel 7-5, 6-7 (6), 6-0, while sixth-seeded Mar¬ 
cel Granollers of Spain ousted No. 4 Benoit Paire of France 
6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (5).Q 


Nadal beats Gojowczyk 
to reach Qatar Open final 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 

Serena Williams extended 
her winning streak against 
Maria Sharapova to 14 
matches with a 6-2, 7-6 
(7) semifinal victory Friday 
to earn a shot at back-to- 
back Brisbane Internation¬ 
al titles. 

The defending champion 
will play second-seeded 
Victoria Azarenka in Sat¬ 
urday's final, and will be 
favored to retain the title 
that kicked off her stunning 
2013 season that included 
78 wins from 82 matches 
and 11 titles. 

After blowing two match 
points in the tiebreaker, Wil¬ 
liams sealed the win with 
her seventh ace against 
the third-seeded Sharapo¬ 
va. In their first meeting 
since the French Open fi¬ 
nal, the uneasy rivals bare¬ 
ly exchanged glances be¬ 
fore the match and only 
briefly shook hands after. 
Both players were return¬ 
ing aggressively — lead¬ 
ing to 15 double-faults 
between them and six 
breaks of serve in the sec¬ 
ond set — and hitting their 
grounds strokes hard and 
deep. Williams hit consec¬ 
utive double-faults to give 
Sharapova a mini-break at 
5-4 in the tiebreaker, some¬ 
thing she said she couldn’t 
remember ever doing be¬ 
fore on tour. Sharapova 
responded with a double¬ 
fault to make it 5-5, and 
said she’d missed her op¬ 
portunities. 

“I had a few missed chanc¬ 
es ... but overall I'm happy 
I can compete at this level 
in my third match back,” 
Sharapova said. “It's a 
good sign for me.” 

Any friendship that existed 
between the pair soured 
when they traded person¬ 
al barbs relating to their ro¬ 
mantic relationships ahead 
of last year's Wimbledon, 
where Sharapova made 
an early exit. 

Sharapova only played 
one match after that in 
2013 as she recovered 
from a right shoulder prob¬ 
lem. 

Williams said she’d need 
to vastly improve her first- 


serve percentage — which 
sunk to 40 in the semifinals 
— to beat Australian Open 
champion Azarenka, who 
overcame a shaky serve 
and another case of fhe 
nerves fo beat former No. 
1-ranked Jelena Jankovic 
1 -6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Facing two of her big¬ 
gest rivals back-to-back in 
her first tournament of the 
year, and less than two 
weeks before the Austra¬ 
lian Open, is a big step up 
in preparations for Williams. 
“Yeah, I feel like I'm being 
pushed into the deep end 
straightaway,” she said. “I 
also think it's a good thing.” 
Azarenka had her prob¬ 
lems on serve, too. She 



Spain's Rafael Nadal serves to 
Germany Peter Gojowczyk in 
their semifinal match the Qa¬ 
tar Open tennis tournament 
at the Khalifa Tennis Complex 
in Doha, Qatar, Friday, Jan. 3, 
2014. 

Associated Press 


dropped her first three ser¬ 
vice games and was fac¬ 
ing three break points in 
the opening game of fhe 
second sef when she shift¬ 
ed the momentum with a 
winner she picked up on a 
half-volley when Jankovic 
was in control of the point. 
After needing 10 match 
points to beat Stefanie 
Voegele in the quarterfi¬ 
nals the previous night, Az¬ 
arenka missed one chance 
to serve it out at 5-2 in the 
deciding set, conceding a 
break with a double-fault. 
She then missed a match 
point at 5-4 but held her 
nerve and finally finished it 
off on her second match 
point.Q 


DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal reached the final of 
fhe Qatar Open on Friday 
by coming from behind to 
beat German qualifier Pe¬ 
ter Gojowczyk 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 
Nadal is looking for his first 
title in Doha and will face 
Gael Monfils of France, 
who only needed 55 min¬ 
utes to dispatch Florian 
Mayer of Germany 6-3, 6-2 
in the other semifinal. 

“I’m in the final,” Nadal 
said. “That (will) probably 
give me a little bit more 


confidence, a litfle bit more 
rhythm.” Nadal lost the first 
three games against the 
162nd-ranked Gojowczyk 
but came back to level the 
first set before losing serve 
again in the 10th game. 
The top-ranked Spaniard 
then raced to a 4-1 lead in 
the second and broke Go- 
jowczyk’s in the third game 
of fhe decider offer two 
forehand errors by the Ger¬ 
man. 

“We’ll see if I am able to 
make (changes) tomorrow 


to play a little bit better,” 
Nadal said. 

The 31 st-ranked Monfils 
hasn’t dropped a set all 
week but has only won 
twice against Nadal in 10 
previous meetings. How¬ 
ever, both those victories 
came here in Doha — in 
the 2009 quarterfinals and 
fhe 2012 semifinals. 

This will be Monfils' fhird ap¬ 
pearance in the Doha final 
— he lost to Roger Federer 
in 2006 and to Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga in 2012.Q 
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U.S. library offers glimpse of bookless future 



Caroline Ramirez, left, and Sam Martinez, use computers at BiblioTech, a first of its kind digital public library, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013, in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The 

future of the public library 
looks a lot like an Apple 
Store. Rows of glossy iMacs 
and iPads beckon. Hun¬ 
dreds of other tablets stand 
ready for checkout to any¬ 
one with a borrowing card. 
This $2.3 million library in 
Texas has no actual books. 
That makes BibiloTech the 
nation’s only bookless pub¬ 
lic library, a distinction that 
has attracted people from 
as far away as Hong Kong 
who want to learn about 
the idea and possibly take 
it home. 

All-digital libraries have 
been on college campuses 
for years. But Bexar County, 


which runs no other librar¬ 
ies, made history when it 
decided to open Biblio¬ 
Tech. It is the first bookless 
public library system in the 
country, according to in¬ 
formation gathered by the 
American Library Associa¬ 
tion. 

San Antonio is the nation's 
seventh-largest city but 
ranks 60th in literacy, ac¬ 
cording to census figures. 
In the early 2000s, commu¬ 
nity leaders in Bibliotech's 
neighborhood of low- 
income apartments and 
thrift stores complained 
about not even having 
a nearby bookstore, said 
Laura Cole, BiblioTech's 
project coordinator. A de¬ 
cade later, Cole said, most 


families in the area still 
don’t have wi-fi. 

“How do you advance lit¬ 
eracy with so few resourc¬ 
es available?” she said. 
Residents are taking ad¬ 
vantage now. The library is 
on pace to surpass 100,000 
visitors in its first year. Find¬ 
ing an open iMac among 
the four dozen at Biblio¬ 
Tech is often difficult after 
school lets out, and about 
half of the facility’s e-read- 
ers are checked out at any 
given time, each loaded 
with up to five books. 

Head librarian Ashley Elk- 
holt came from a tradi¬ 
tional library and recalled 
the troubles of her old job: 
misshelved items hopeless¬ 
ly lost in the stacks, pages 


thoughtlessly ripped out of 
books and items that went 
unreturned by patrons who 
were not intimidated by 
measly fines and lax en¬ 
forcement. 

But in the nearly four 
months since BiblioTech 
opened, Elkholf has yet to 
lend out one of her pricey 
tablets and never see it 
again. The space is also 
more economical than tra¬ 
ditional libraries despite the 
technology: BiblioTech pur¬ 
chases its 10,000-title digi¬ 
tal collection for the same 
price as physical copies, 
but the county saved mil¬ 
lions on architecture be¬ 
cause the building’s design 
didn’t need to accommo¬ 
date printed books. 


“If you have bookshelves, 
you have to structure the 
building so it can hold all of 
that weight,” Elkholf said. 
Up the road in Austin, for 
example, the city is build¬ 
ing a downtown library to 
open in 2016 at a cost of 
$120 million. Even a small¬ 
er traditional public library 
that recently opened in 
nearby Kyle cost that city 
about $1 million more than 
BiblioTech. On her first visit, 
19-year-old Abigail Reyes 
got a quick tutorial from a 
librarian on how to search 
for digital books and check 
out tablets. “I kind of miss 
the books,” Reyes said. 
“I don’t like being on the 
tablets and stuff like that. It 
hurts my eyes.”Q 


BlackBerry sues startup founded by Ryan Seacrest 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Troubled smartphone mak¬ 
er BlackBerry Ltd. is accus¬ 
ing a company backed 
by “American Idol” host 
Ryan Seacrest of being a 
rip-off artist. The allegations 
emerged in a patent in¬ 
fringement lawsuit filed Fri¬ 
day in a San Francisco fed¬ 
eral court by BlackBerry. 
The suit targets an iPhone 
keyboard made by Typo 
Products LLC, a Los Ange¬ 
les startup co-founded by 
Seacrest and entrepreneur 


Laurence Hallier. 

The complaint contends 
that Typo Products’ key¬ 
board for recent iPhone 
models illegally copies 
technology and designs 
that BlackBerry pioneered 
years ago for its line of 
smartphones. BlackBerry is 
seeking unspecified dam¬ 
ages and a court order 
that would prevent Typo 
Products from selling the 
keyboard without a licens¬ 
ing agreement. Typo Prod¬ 
ucts didn't immediately re¬ 


spond to requests for com¬ 
ment. The keyboard in dis¬ 
pute hasn't hit the market 
yet, though Typo Products 
has been taking early or¬ 
ders for the $99 accessory 
on its website and says it's 
meant to ship in January. 
It’s designed to slip on to 
the iPhone 5 and iPhone 5S 
so it can serve as a substi¬ 
tute for the touch-screen 
keyboard built into the soft¬ 
ware on those devices. 

The physical keyboards 
on BlackBerry's phones 


helped reshape the way 
that people used mobile 
devices. But those phones 
have been waning in pop¬ 
ularity since Apple Inc. re¬ 
leased the first iPhone in 
2007, threatening Black- 
Berry’s survival. As part of its 
efforts to adapt, BlackBer¬ 
ry has introduced smart¬ 
phones featuring touch¬ 
screen keyboards, but the 
Canadian company is still 
struggling after suffering a 
$4.4 billion loss in its most 
recent quarter. 


BlackBerry still sells phones 
with physical keyboards 
that the company now 
says are being cloned by 
Typo Products. 

“We are flattered by the 
desire to graft our key¬ 
board onto other smart¬ 
phones, but we will not tol¬ 
erate such activity without 
fair compensation for using 
our intellectual property 
and our technological in¬ 
novations," said Steve Zip- 
perstein, BlackBerry’s gen¬ 
eral counsel. □ 















SATURDAY 4 JANUARY 


^BUSINESS 


S&P 500 starts 2014 with a 2-day decline 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — After last 
year’s big party in the stock 
market, 2014 is starting off 
with a nagging hangover. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index edged a fraction of 
a point lower on Friday, be¬ 
ginning a year with a two- 
day losing streak for the first 
time since 2005. 

While few analysts expect 
2014 to produce gains 
comparable to last year’s 
advance of nearly 30 per¬ 
cent, many see a moder¬ 
ate increase as the econ¬ 
omy continues to improve 
and investors move funds 
out of bonds and into 
stocks, which are generat¬ 
ing much bigger returns for 
investors. 

“The market is trying to find 
some direction here,” said 
Scott Wren, a senior equity 
strategist at Wells Fargo 
Advisors. “We're in for a 
few days of trying to figure 
out whether we inch a little 
higher or see some down 
days.” The S&P 500 index 
fell 0.61 points, or 0.03 per¬ 


cent, to 1,831.37 and was 
0.5 percent lower for the 
week. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 28.64 


er fell $1.38, or 3.4 percent, 
to $39.57 after reporting 
a U.S. sale slump of more 
than 6 percent in Decem¬ 
ber. 


economy drove the dollar 
higher, which hurts oil, and 
signs emerged of ample 
supply worldwide. Federal 
Reserve Chairman Ben Ber- 
nanke on Friday predicted 
stronger growth in 2014 
and said that factors that 
have kept the economy 
from accelerating appear 
to be abating. 

“The combination of fi¬ 
nancial healing, greater 
balance in the housing 
market, less fiscal restraint, 
and, of course, continued 
monetary accommoda¬ 
tion bodes well for U.S. 
economic growth in com¬ 
ing quarters,” Bernanke 
said in comments to the 
annual meeting of the 
American Economic Asso¬ 
ciation in Philadelphia. The 
encouraging economic 
backdrop is one reason for 
investors to remain positive 
about stocks, despite the 
slow start to the year, said 
Bill Barker, a senior portfo¬ 
lio analyst at Motley Fool 
Funds, which manages 
about $600 million in stock 
mutual funds. □ 



Donald Civitanova, a floor official with Knight Capital, works at 
the New York Stock Exchange. After last year's big party in the 
stock market, 2014 is starting off with a nagging hangover. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


points, or 0.2 percent, to 
16,469.99. The Nasdaq 
composite fell 11.16 points, 
or 0.3 percent, to 4,131.91. 
General Motors was 
among the stocks that 
posted the biggest losses in 
the S&P 500. The automak¬ 


Energy companies have 
also started the year with 
declines as the price of 
oil falls. On Friday, oil ex¬ 
tended a weeklong skid 
by falling $1.48, or 1.6 
percent, to $93.96 a bar¬ 
rel. A strengthening U.S. 


Coca-Cola raising its bet on carbonated water 


David Kaplan 
© 2013 Houston Chronicle 

As consumers increasingly 
forgo regular and diet so¬ 
das over health concerns, 
Coca-Cola is raising its bet 
on one of the beverage in¬ 
dustry’s few growth areas: 
carbonated water. 

Coke’s Gulfgate-area 
plant is one of the facilities 
producing Dasani Sparkling 
Water, in flavored and un¬ 
flavored varieties. The new 
product recently went on 
sale at select Sam’s Clubs, 
including nine local stores, 
ahead of a national rollout 
in February. 

The 12-ounce aluminum 
cans and 20-ounce and 
1-liter bottles will compete 
with such market leaders 
as LaCroix in a small seg¬ 
ment that is outperforming 
the rest of the nonalcohol¬ 
ic beverage industry. 

Soda sales are down and 
other market categories 
are stagnant. Last year, for 
the first time, diet soda sales 
declined faster than the 
overall category because 
of consumer concerns 
about artificial sweeteners, 


said Esther Kwon, an equity 
analyst at S&P Capital IQ. 
"Americans are looking 
to switch from artificially 
sweetened beverages 


and cut calories,” said 
spokeswoman Vanessa 
Walker of Fort Lauderdale- 
based National Beverage 
Corp., makers of LaCroix. 
Coca-Cola, by far the 


leading seller of sparkling 
beverages in the Houston 
area, employs more than 
1,600 people in two distri¬ 
bution and nine produc¬ 


tion facilities and the Min¬ 
ute Maid headquarters in 
Sugar Land. The company 
reports a local payroll of 
$15 million. 

Coke already has been 


selling Seagram's Sparkling 
Seltzer Water in bottles and 
cans. 

But company spokeswom¬ 
an Nancy Bailey said the 
company decided to in¬ 
troduce Dasani Sparkling 
Water to take advantage 
of the brand’s strong iden¬ 
tity. 

John Sicher, editor and 
publisher of the trade pub¬ 
lication Beverage Digest, 
said said Coke and Pepsi 
both are investing more in 
sparkling water. 

The shift comes as Harvard 
School of Public Health 
reports that consumption 
of sugary drinks is a major 
contributor to obesity. First 
Lady Michelle Obama is 
among the healthy lifestyle 
advocates encouraging 
Americans to cut back on 
sugar and drink more wa¬ 
ter. 

Dasani Sparkling Water has 
no sweeteners and comes 
either unflavored or natu¬ 
rally flavored with lime, 
lemon, berry and apple. 
It is produced by adding 
carbonation to purified 
waterO 



Advertising for Coca-Cola is seen at a shop in Mexico. As con¬ 
sumers increasingly forgo regular and diet sodas over health 
concerns, Coca-Cola is raising its bet on one of the beverage 
industry’s few growth areas: carbonated water. 

(A. Zehbrauskas/The New York Times) 



AT&T offers 
credit to leave 
T-Mobile US 

BRIAN X. CHEN 
© 2014 New York Times 

It has become clear that 
AT&T views T-Mobile US, a 
smaller carrier, as a threat. 
AT&T on Friday made an 
announcement aimed 
squarely at T-Mobile cus¬ 
tomers: If they switch to 
AT&T from T-Mobile, they 
can receive up to $450 in 
credit to spend on devices 
or services. 

To receive up to $250 in 
credit, T-Mobile customers 
will have to trade in their 
smartphone. The trade-in 
value will depend on the 
type of phone and its con¬ 
dition. 

Then, T-Mobile customers 
can get $200 more credit 
after selecting either an 
AT&T plan called Next, 
which gives customers a 
chance to upgrade to a 
new phone after one year, 
or its Mobile Share Value 
plan, its contract-free plan. 
(Customers don't get the 
credit if they sign up for a 
traditional, two-year con¬ 
tract.) 

The move is a preemptive 
strike. T-Mobile is widely ex¬ 
pected to announce next 
week at the Internation¬ 
al Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas that it 
will cover the costs of cus¬ 
tomers’ termination fees 
when they switch over to 
T-Mobile. 

In 2013, T-Mobile shook 
up the U.S. wireless indus¬ 
try with what it calls the 
“Un-carrier” campaign. 
Its general strategy is to 
lure customers away from 
competitors by addressing 
the things that make peo¬ 
ple angry about their car¬ 
rier. For instance, T-Mobile 
moved away from tradi¬ 
tional two-year contracts 
for phone plans, and later 
it made it cheaper to take 
a smartphone abroad by 
eliminating roaming fees. 
T-Mobile has been quickly 
rebounding. In August, T- 
Mobile said it had added 
1.1 million subscribers. The 
upswing was its largest cus¬ 
tomer growth in four years. 
It is unclear whether T-Mo- 
bile is luring many subscrib¬ 
ers away from AT&T. □ 













Ebullience 


MICHAEL J. de la MERCED 
© 2014 New York Times 

The next 12 months may 
not prove as rich for initial 
public offerings as the last 
year. But to Wall Street 
bankers, 2014 still promises 
an abundance of oppor¬ 
tunity. 

And that could include 
what may be one of the 
biggest market debuts in 
years: that of Alibaba, the 
Chinese Internet behe¬ 
moth. 

Even as global merger 
activity turned in another 
lackluster performance, 
the business of taking com¬ 
panies public soared. The 
amount raised by IPOs in 
the United States in 2013 
jumped 40 percent over 
2012, to $59.3 billion, ac¬ 
cording to data from 
Thomson Reuters. 

Overall activity in equity 
capital markets banking 
totaled nearly $797 billion 
for the year, up 27 percent 
and one of the best years 
in recent memory. Fees for 
bankers in the field rose 
34 percent from the previ¬ 
ous year, to $17.9 billion, in 
what Thomson Reuters de¬ 
scribed as the highest level 
in three years. 

The FTSE Renaissance 
Global IPO Index, which 
tracks the returns of newly 
public shares, returned 31.7 
percent last year through 
Dec. 17, outstripping the 
MSCI All Country World In¬ 
dex’s 15.4 percent. 

Advisers are quick to cau¬ 
tion that such a run - one 
with a number of big stock 
market debuts, like those 
of Hilton Worldwide, the 
animal health company 
Zoetis and, of course, Twit¬ 
ter - will be hard to dupli¬ 
cate. But as long as the 
economy holds up, so will 
the stock markets, prompt¬ 
ing private companies to 
look to share sales to raise 
money. 

“I would be surprised if the 
overall market is up 25 per¬ 
cent or more next year, but 
I’m optimistic and think it’s 
still trending upward," John 
S. Daly, the head of Ameri¬ 
cas equity capital markets 
at Goldman Sachs, said. 
Behind the IPO boom are 
the usual factors, bankers 
say. Encouraging econom¬ 
ic conditions drove impres¬ 
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over 2013 IPO market to spill over 


Crude falls for 

4 th rlnv holnw 


sive stock market growth, 
particularly in the U.S. (Last 
year was the first time since 
2004 that the highest share 
of IPO proceeds were 
raised in North America, at 
34 percent.) 

Investors proved especial¬ 
ly eager to buy into new 
stocks: The flow of money 
into stock mutual funds 
outpaced money going 
into bond funds last year, 


providing a big source of 
capital waiting to be spent 
on new offerings. 

What switched last year 
“is that the economy is im¬ 
proving and that there’s a 
lot less risk of a big down¬ 
ward shock,” Cully Davis, a 
managing director of equi¬ 
ty capital markets at Credit 
Suisse, said. “Investors' risk 
tolerance changed.” 

At the same time, Daly 
said, investors have been 
disciplined about what 
they have been willing to 
pay for IPOs. 

The presence of ready buy¬ 
ers has prompted a spate 
of entities, including cor¬ 
porations looking to spin 
off divisions and private 
startups looking to seize 
on years of work and rising 
hype. Bankers say that the 
backlog of IPOs is strong, if 
not nearly bursting. 

The boom has been fairly 
evenly spread, though fi¬ 
nancial and consumer 


companies were the ma¬ 
jority, according to Renais¬ 
sance Capital. Even sec¬ 
tors that had fallen out of 
favor, like biotechnology 
companies, look poised to 
recover. For many inves¬ 
tors, the most attractive 
type of investment remains 
companies that are poised 
for double-digit revenue 
growth. A new crop of 
technology startups that 


many analysts and bank¬ 
ers predict may go pub¬ 
lic in 2014 fits neatly into 
that mold, even if none 
will equal Facebook’s $16 
billion offering or draw as 
much attention as Twitter’s. 
Among them are Dropbox 
and Box, two of the big on¬ 
line storage companies, 
and the Lending Club, the 
biggest player in the peer- 
to-peer lending industry. 
But the most highly antici¬ 
pated offering is that of Al¬ 
ibaba, whose vast e-com¬ 
merce operations make 
the company a Chinese 
amalgam of Amazon, 
eBay and a host of oth¬ 
ers. The Internet giant has 
not picked bankers for its 
forthcoming offering, ac¬ 
cording to people briefed 
on the matter, but that has 
not stopped an army of 
senior-level deal-makers 
from making regular trips 
to Hong Kong to pay their 
respects to the company's 


founder. Jack Ma, and its 
executive vice chairman, 
Joseph Tsai. 

Fevered speculation 

about Alibaba's potential 
market value has only in¬ 
creased, with bankers and 
analysts now guessing that 
the company could fetch 
a valuation of more than 
$150 billion. 

Other companies expect¬ 
ed to go public are not 


considered high-growth 
stories, but nevertheless 
have strong financial per¬ 
formance that could draw 
investors all the same. 

Ally Financial, the lender 
that once was General 
Motors' financing arm, is 
among those weighing a 
potential IPO to help repay 
its government bailout, ac¬ 
cording to people briefed 
on the matter. And Gener¬ 
al Electric plans to spin off 
its huge consumer finance 
arm. 

Private equity firms have 
also been eager to seize on 
the roaring markets to sell 
their investments. Last year, 
the Blackstone Group took 
a number of its portfolio 
companies public, includ¬ 
ing Hilton and SeaWorld. 
Such firms often do not 
sell any shares in the IPO; 
Blackstone sold none of its 
shares in Hilton when the 
company went public in 
December. □ 
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$95 per barrel 

The Associated Press 
The price of oil fell for the 
fourth consecutive day, 
below $95 a barrel, as a 
rebounding U.S. economy 
drove the dollar higher and 
signs continue to emerge 
that there is an ample sup¬ 
ply of crude worldwide. 
Benchmark U.S. oil for Feb¬ 
ruary delivery fell 97 cents 
to $94.47 a barrel in mid¬ 
day trading. Brent crude, 
used to price international 
crude processed by many 
U.S. refineries, fell 86 cents 
to $106.92 a barrel in Lon¬ 
don. 

U.S. crude fell by $2.98 on 
Thursday, the biggest one- 
day drop since November 
of 2012. Prices have been 
dropping sharply since 
last Friday, when a barrel 
closed above $100 for first 
time since October. 

A financial recovery in the 
U.S. would typically drive 
commodities higher, given 
the appetite of the world’s 
largest economy. But that 
recovery has been driven 
in part by a massive bond¬ 
buying program at the 
Federal Reserve. 

The Fed recently began 
winding that program 
down, however, and that 
is pushing the value of the 
dollar even higher. 

A stronger dollar makes 
commodities such as oil 
that are priced in dollars 
more expensive for buyers 
using other currencies. 
Demand is rising, but sup¬ 
plies appear to be suffi¬ 
cient. The Energy Depart¬ 
ment reported Friday that 
average petroleum de¬ 
mand over the past four 
weeks rose 3.3 percent 
compared with last year. 
While oil stocks fell by 7 mil¬ 
lion barrels, that is “above 
the upper limit of the aver¬ 
age range for this time of 
year,” according to the 
weekly status report. 

The national average retail 
price of gasoline edged up 
less than a penny to $3.33 
per gallon, according to 
AAA, OPIS and Wright Ex¬ 
press. That’s the highest 
level ever for this time of 
year — 5 cents higher than 
last week and 4 cents high¬ 
er than a year ago.Q 



Aaron Levie, chief executive of Box, a large online data storage firm, at the firm's headquarters 
in Los Altos, Calif. Box is expected by analysts to go public in 2014, one of a number of potential 
tech-sector initial public offerings that have investment banks feeling confident following a year 
in which IPOs outshone merger activity as a source of business for Wall Street. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times) 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Rib or femur 
5 Blazing 
10 Take a break 

14 High point 

15 Obama’s VP 

16 "...and they 
lived happily _ 
after. 5 * 

17 Hold on to 

18 German sub 

19 Contemptible 

20 Eternal 

22 Filmmaker 
Cecil B. _ 

24 Stein contents 

25 Danger 

26 Assert one’s 
right to 

29 Mayo container 

30 Bursting at the 

very full 

34 Choir selection 

35 Broadcast 

36 Inlet between 
Asia and Africa 

37 Tax-deferred 
retirement acct. 

38 Dispute settler 

40 Actor Holbrook 

41 Get comfy 

43 Assist 

44 Satan’s domain 

45 Valuable item 

46 That woman 

47 Finicky 

48 Marathons 

50 Wicked 

51 Mixed with a 
spoon 

54 Interferes 

58 Streambed 

59 Fencing sword 

61 Opera box 

62 Wheel rod 

63 Lopsided 

64 Border 

65 Coffin platform 

66 Tenants’ 
payments 

67 Writing table 

DOWN 

1 Cake recipe 
verb 

2 Not locked 

3 I say 
more?” 


4 Make clear 

5 Mistreat 

6 Little lies 

7 Wedding words 

8 Kindle user 

9 Go into 

10 Spoke about 
disparagingly 

11 “Seeno_, 
hear no...” 

12 _ short; 
underestimate 

13 Genealogist’s 
drawing 

21 Shade tree 
23 Money hoarder 

25 Social outcasts 

26 Most populous 
nation 

27 Harps of old 

28 Accumulate 

29 Triangular sail 

31 Hearth residue 

32 Lunch & dinner 

33 Field or Ride 

35 "_you kidding 
me?” 

36 _ as a beet 
38 Church table 


39 Classic gift for 
Father’s Day 
42 Jack Russell 
popular dog 
44 Crowded 
together 

46 Calm or quiet 

47 Passing craze 
49 Actor Romero 


50 Lahr and Parks 

51 Q-tip, for one 

52 Cab 

53 Not working 

54 Dissolve 

55 Ore deposit 

56 Breakfast order 

57 Look for 
60 Container 
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A tablet that comes with its own penguins 



In an undated handout image, the DreamTab, a planned tablet 
computer collaboration between Fuhu and DreamWorks Anima¬ 
tion. Fuhu, makers of the popular Nabi children's tablet, hopes 
the DreamTab will stand out in an increasingly saturated market, 
while DreamWorks hopes it will be a platform to reach children with 
new cartoons based on the studio's hit movies on a daily basis. 

(Handout via The New York Times) 


BROOKS BARNES 
© 2014 New York Times 
GLENDALE, Calif. - Dream¬ 
Works Animation first cap¬ 
tivated children in movie 
theaters. Then it branched 
into TV, piping cartoons 
based on hits like “Mada¬ 
gascar” and “How to Train 
Your Dragon" into homes 
through outlets like Nickel¬ 
odeon and Netflix. 

Now DreamWorks has 
partnered with a technol¬ 
ogy company, Fuhu, on 
an even more immediate 
way to reach itty-bitty eye¬ 
balls, a highly coveted au¬ 
dience: a tablet computer 
for children that the studio 
will be able to program 
much like a cable channel. 
“We could push out a new 
character moment every 
day of the year," said Jim 
Mainard, head of digital 
strategy and new business 
development for Dream¬ 
Works. 

DreamWorks and Fuhu, 
which makes the popu¬ 
lar Nabi line of children's 
tablets, plan to introduce 
the product, called the 
DreamTab, at the Interna¬ 
tional Consumer Electron¬ 
ics Show, which starts Tues¬ 
day in Las Vegas. 

The tablets will be sold with 
a range of DreamWorks- 
branded accessories, in¬ 
cluding headphones, pro¬ 
tective bumpers and carry¬ 
ing cases. An 8-inch version 
of the DreamTab will arrive 
in stores in the spring. Pric¬ 


ing is still being determined 
but it will be less than $300, 
a Fuhu spokesman said. 
A 12-inch version is also 
planned.Fuhu’s strategic 
goal with the DreamTab 
is differentiation - coming 
up with a way to persuade 
parents to buy its product 
over a competing one. 
DreamWorks is hoping to 
find a new way into the 
home, deepening its repu¬ 
tation as an innovative 
content creator and tun¬ 
neling more viewers to its 
programs and movies and 
selling more merchandise. 
“By teaming with Dream¬ 
Works to create a device 
that will have original con¬ 
tent - original content that 
is automatically and fre¬ 
quently updated - we are 
not following consumers, 
we are getting ahead of 
them,” said Jim Mitchell, 
Fuhu’s chief executive. 
There are all sorts of brand¬ 
ed tablets, of course. Fuhu 
in October introduced a 
special-edition Disney Nabi 
and Nickelodeon Nabi. But 
neither of those offered 
original and exclusive pro¬ 
gramming like the Dream¬ 
Tab will. Unlike some other 
tablets, the DreamTab will 
not lock children into a 
DreamWorks-only world. 
The studio’s video content 
and games are the most 
prominent, but users can 
also stream shows from 
Nickelodeon, Disney and 
Cartoon Network. 


Nancy Bernstein, a movie 
producer who is in charge 
of creating what she calls 
“character moments” for 
the DreamTab, insists that 
the effort is not simply an 
advertising opportunity for 
the studio. Turn on the tab¬ 
let, for instance, and pen¬ 
guins from the “Madagas¬ 
car" franchise might greet 
you with a silly dance. 
Depending on how par¬ 
ents have set the timing 
controls, “Shrek” char¬ 
acters might appear in a 
skit to announce that it is 
time to power down.“All 
of this animation was cus¬ 
tom-created,” Bernstein 
said in a demonstration at 
DreamWorks’ headquar¬ 
ters here. □ 


Antiqueshop 

ROCOCO PLAZA 
& Greenline H.E. 

for ill yaur construction und 

Tar ki Leendert rd. 4A 

Open 9am -5pm 

Saturday Sam-1pm 
Other days: Call to Open 
Phone: 741-S64C Nancy 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare For sale 
Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

week #2, Unit #2309 
Pool and Ocean Views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

_ 201066 

FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 1,4,5, one bedr 

weeks 8,9,31,32, two bedr 

Casa del Mar 

week 28 two bedr 

All Gorgeous Pool-Beach-Ocean- 

Sunset views! 

wks can be switched call 

:941-343-1088 USA 

201068 

FOR SALE 
Tropicana Resort 
Great Bargain!!! 

Wks 52,1 Bedr/1 Bth 
Call 737-3006 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

201060 

VACATION SPECIAL 

Last minute 
Aruba Beach Club 

week 1 Jan 4-11 
ground floor until 4 p 
$575 

all other weeks just call 
583-4403 / 560-3297 

201058 



FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything’s included in this 
2 Br 2 Vi bath unit check it out 
now at www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

200574 

FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 

FOR SALE -RENT 
Timeshare Sale-Rent 
Paradise Villas 

Wk 2 Studio Jan 12 Rent $660 
Sale $2600 also Divi Resort 
Studios from 3/15 to 12/13 2014 
$3100 or Rent $665, 
one Br $3400 or Rent $765 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
Phone: 508-651-0016 

200579 

FOR SALE 

Week 52 Studio For Sale 
Divi Village Golf Resort 

Perfect Ocean / pool view 

priced to sell 

Fully renovated 

$4950,- 

Tel. 564-2686 

e-mail:z3837@yahoo.com 

200594 

FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

Great Bargain!!! 

Weeks 49 & 50 
2 Br 12 Bth 
Ocean Front “E” Unit 
US $6000.00 each 


Motivated Seller 
Wk 50,2 Br/2Bth 
Ocean Front “E” Unit 
US$5900.00 


Good Deal 
Wk 51,1 Bedr/1 Bth 
Pool Ocean (Sun-Sun) 
US$6,000.00 
Call 737-3006 

www.buvarubatimeshares.com 

info@buvarubatimeshares.com 

201060 


STJStP 

Violence Against Women 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Oduber Tel: 582-1780 
S. NICOLAS: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Jan. 5 

Seabourn Pride 
Norwegian Sun 

Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Vitamin E may slow Alzheimer’s disease progression 



In this Feb. 6, 2012, file photo, Alexis McKenzie, right, executive director of The Methodist Home 
of the District of Columbia Forest Side, an Alzheimer's assisted-living facility in Washington, puts 
her hand on the arm of a resident. Associated Press 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Researchers say vitamin 
E might slow the progres¬ 
sion of mild-to-moderate 
Alzheimer's disease — the 
first time any treatment 
has been shown to alter 
the course of dementia at 
that stage. 

In a study of more than 
600 older veterans, high 
doses of the vitamin de¬ 
layed the decline in daily 
living skills, such as mak¬ 
ing meals, getting dressed 
and holding a conversa¬ 
tion, by about six months 
over a two-year period. 
The benefit was equiva¬ 
lent to keeping one major 
skill that otherwise would 
have been lost, such as 
being able to bathe with¬ 
out help. For some people, 
that could mean living in¬ 
dependently rather than 
needing a nursing home. 
Vitamin E did not preserve 
thinking abilities, though, 
and it did no good for 
patients who took it with 
another Alzheimer’s medi¬ 
cation. But those taking 
vitamin E alone required 
less help from caregivers 
— about two fewer hours 
each day than some oth¬ 
ers in the study. 

"It’s not a miracle or, ob¬ 
viously, a cure,” said study 
leader Dr. Maurice Dys- 
ken of the Minneapolis VA 
Health Care System. “The 
best we can do at this 
point is slow down the rate 
of progression.” 

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs sponsored 
the study, published Tues¬ 
day by the Journal of the 
American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation. 

No one should rush out 
and buy vitamin E, several 
doctors warned. It failed 
to prevent healthy people 
from developing demen¬ 
tia or to help those with 
mild impairment (“pre-Al¬ 
zheimer's") in other stud¬ 


ies, and one suggested it 
might even be harmful. 
Still, many experts cheered 
the new results after so 
many recent flops of 
once-promising drugs. 

“This is truly a breakthrough 
paper and constitutes 
what we have been work¬ 
ing toward for nearly three 
decades: the first truly dis¬ 
ease-modifying interven¬ 
tion for Alzheimer’s,” said 
Dr. Sam Gandy of Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine 
in New York. “I am very 
enthusiastic about the 
results.” About 35 million 
people worldwide have 
dementia, and Alzheim¬ 
er’s is the most common 
type. In the U.S., about 5 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
minister of antiquities says 
Japanese archeologists 
have unearthed the tomb 


million have Alzheimer’s. 
There is no cure and cur¬ 
rent medicines just tempo¬ 
rarily ease symptoms. 
Researchers don’t know 
how vitamin E might help, 
but it is an antioxidant, like 
those found in red wine, 
grapes and some teas. 
Antioxidants help protect 
cells from damage that 
can contribute to other 
diseases, says the federal 
Office on Dietary Supple¬ 
ments. Many foods con¬ 
tain vitamin E, such as 
nuts, seeds, grains, leafy 
greens and vegetable 
oils. There are many forms, 
and the study tested a 
synthetic version of one 
— alpha-tocopherol — at 


of an ancient beer brewer 
in the city of Luxor that is 
more than 3,000 years old. 
Mohammed Ibrahim says 
Friday the tomb dates 
back to the Ramesside 
period and belongs to 
the chief “maker of beer 
for gods of the dead" 
who was also the head 
of a warehouse. He add¬ 
ed that the walls of the 
tomb’s chambers contain 
“fabulous designs and 
colors, reflecting details of 
daily life ... along with their 


a pharmaceutical grade 
and strength, 2,000 inter¬ 
national units a day. 

Years ago, another study 
found that the same form 
and dose helped people 
with more advanced Al¬ 
zheimer’s, and many were 
prescribed it. But vitamin 
E fell out of favor after 
a 2005 analysis of many 
studies found that those 
taking more than 400 units 
a day were more likely to 
die of any cause. 

The new study involved 
613 veterans, nearly all 
male, 79 years old on av¬ 
erage, with mild to moder¬ 
ate Alzheimer’s, at 14 VA 
centers. All were already 
taking Aricept, Razadyne 


religious rituals." 

The head of the Japanese 
team, Jiro Kondo, says 
the tomb was discovered 
during work near anoth- 


or Exelon — widely used, 
similar dementia medi¬ 
cines. 

Participants were placed 
in four groups and given 
either vitamin E, anoth¬ 
er dementia medicine 
called memantine (its 
brand name is Namenda), 
both pills or dummy pills. 
After a little more than two 
years of follow-up, those 
on vitamin E alone had a 
19 percent lower annual 
rate of decline in daily 
living skills compared to 
the placebo group. Me¬ 
mantine made no differ¬ 
ence, and vitamin E did 
not affect several tests of 
thinking skills. “It’s a subtle 
effect but it’s probably 
real,” Dr. Ron Petersen, the 
Mayo Clinic's Alzheimer’s 
research chief, said of the 
benefit on daily living from 
vitamin E. “That has to be 
weighed against the po¬ 
tential risks” seen in earlier 
studies, he said. Heather 
Snyder, director of medi¬ 
cal and scientific opera¬ 
tions for the Alzheimer’s 
Association, said the 
group's position is that “no 
one should take vitamin E 
for Alzheimer's disease or 
other memory issues ex¬ 
cept under the supervision 
of a physician,” because 
it can interfere with blood 
thinners, cholesterol drugs 
and other medicines. 

The new results also need 
to be verified in a fresh 
study that includes more 
women and minorities, she 
said.Q 


er tomb belonging to a 
statesmen under Amen- 
hotep III, grandfather of 
the famed boy-pharaoh 
Tutankhamun.Q 
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This image released by the Supreme Council of Antiquities 
shows colored inscriptions on a newly discovered tomb in 
Luxor, Egypt, Friday, Jan. 3, 2014. Associated Press 
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Car in Walker crash may have been going 100 mph 



In this April 29, 2011 file photo, actor Paul Walker poses during 
the photo call of the movie “Fast and Furious 5,” in Rome. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

Porsche carrying “Fast & 
Furious” star Paul Walker 
may have been going 100 
mph (160 kph) or more be¬ 
fore it crashed, killing both 
Walker and the driver, ac¬ 
cording to a coroner’s re¬ 
port released Friday. 
Investigators found no me¬ 
chanical problems with the 
2005 Porsche Carrera GT 
or debris or other problems 
on the roadway. The street 
forms an approximately 
1-mile (1.6-kilometer) loop 
amid industrial office parks 
and is rimmed by hills and 
isolated from traffic, espe¬ 
cially on weekends. The 
downed light pole the car 
hit had a speed limit sign of 
45 mph(72 kph). The area 
in Santa Clarita is about 30 
miles (48 kilometers) north¬ 
west of downtown Los An¬ 
geles. 

Roger Rodas, Walker’s 
friend and financial advis¬ 
er, was driving the Porsche 
at an unsafe speed, and 


witnesses interviewed by 
deputies estimated it was 
going 100 mph (160 kph) or 
more. 

No alcohol or drugs were 
detected in the system of 
either man on the day of 
the fiery one-car crash. 

The Nov. 30 deaths were 
ruled accidents and were 
due to combined trau¬ 
matic and thermal injuries, 
the report said. It said both 
men were burned over 100 
percent of their bodies. 
Rodas had fourth-degree 
burns on his head and neck 
and severe skull fractures, 
the report said. 

Walker had broken bones 
throughout his body includ¬ 
ing his jaw, arm, ribs and 
pelvis, it said. 

The car slammed into a 
tree and a light pole on 
the driver's side then after 
spinning, hit a second tree 
on Walker's side of the car 
and caught fire. 

The report says the red 
Porsche was traveling “at 
an unsafe speed, approxi¬ 
mately 100+ mph,” accord¬ 


ing to a deputy who took 
testimony from witnesses at 
the scene. 

“For unknown reasons, the 
driver lost control of his ve¬ 
hicle,” the report says. 

The Sheriff’s Department 
had previously cited speed 
as a factor in the crash, but 
had released no estimate 
of how fast the Porsche 
was going. 

Sheriff's investigators are 
working with Porsche of¬ 
ficials and the California 
Highway Patrol to deter¬ 
mine the speed more ex¬ 
actly. Three data recorders 
survived the crash and fire 
and may produce informa¬ 
tion to pinpoint the speed. 
Rodas, 38, and Walker, 
40, co-owned an auto 
racing team. Rodas also 
was a professional driver 
who competed in 10 Pirelli 
World Challenge GTS races 
last year. 

The accident occurred 
while Walker was on a 
break after shooting about 
half of “Fast & Furious 7,” 
whose release Universal 


Pictures has now delayed 
for almost a year to April 
2015. 

Walker still will appear in 
the film, though Universal 
has not said exactly how 
it will handle his unfinished 
performance. 

Also Friday, two men plead¬ 
ed not guilty to stealing a 
roof panel of the wrecked 
Porsche from the tow truck 


removing it from the acci¬ 
dent scene. 

Anthony Edward Janow, 
25, and James Brooks Wit¬ 
ty, 18, were each charged 
with felony counts of grand 
theft and misdemeanor 
counts of destroying evi¬ 
dence and resisting or ob¬ 
structing a peace officer. 
They are due to return to 
court Feb. 25.0 


Writer, Doyle estate dispute copyright on Sherlock 



This 1930 photo shows Sir Ar¬ 
thur Conan Doyle, the author 
and creator of Sherlock Hol¬ 
mes. 

Associated Press 

JASON KEYSER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — It’s the 
kind of puzzle that might 
have amused Sherlock 
Holmes himself. 

Now that copyright pro¬ 
tections have expired 
on nearly all of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle's tales about 
the pipe-puffing detective 
in the deerstalker hat, are 


writers free to depict the 
character in new mysteries 
without seeking permission 
or paying license fees? 

A federal judge in Chicago 
says yes, so long as they 
don’t stray into territory 
covered in the 10 stories 
still protected by copyright. 
Not so fast, says the Doyle 
estate, which is considering 
an appeal this month. De¬ 
scendants of the Scottish 
physician and author ar¬ 
gue he continued to devel¬ 
op the characters of Hol¬ 
mes and Dr. Watson in the 
later works so they should 
remain off-limits until the re¬ 
maining copyrights run out 
at the end of 2022. 

“It’s a bogus argument. 
It means you can reprint 
Conan Doyle’s own stories 
freely but you can’t make 
up a new story? It doesn’t 
make logical sense,” said 
author Leslie Klinger, who 
brought the case against 
the Conan Doyle Estate 
Ltd. to settle the matter. 
With last week's ruling in 
hand, Klinger plans to fin¬ 
ish work on “In the Com¬ 
pany of Sherlock Holmes,” 


a book of original short 
stories featuring characters 
and other elements from 
Conan Doyle's work. He is 
co-editing the book with 
plans to publish this fall. 

If appeals judges hold it 
up, the ruling could lift the 
threat of legal action for 
the untold scores of writ¬ 
ers out there churning out 
pastiches and fan fiction 
without permission. Most of 
them fly under the radar. In 
Klinger’s case, the estate 
demanded $5,000, he said. 
“Whatever decision they 
make will essentially de¬ 
termine the fate of many 
characters, not just Sher¬ 
lock Holmes and Dr. Wat¬ 
son, but very intricate char¬ 
acters such as James Bond. 
... What happens as copy¬ 
rights expire on Ian Flem¬ 
ing’s original stories?” said 
Doyle estate attorney Wil¬ 
liam Zieske. 

The ruling could also weak¬ 
en the value of the Sherlock 
franchise to the point that 
major publishers and movie 
producers could also de¬ 
cide to move ahead with 
projects without licensing 


deals, said Paul Supnik, a 
Beverly Hills, California, at¬ 
torney specializing in copy¬ 
right and entertainment 
law who was not connect¬ 
ed with the case. 

“At the very least it's going 
to affect the bargaining 
power as to what the es¬ 
tate can do in trying to sell 
it to the studio,” Supnik said. 
At the heart of the dispute 
is whether a character 
can be copyright protect¬ 
ed over an entire series of 
works. The Doyle estate ar¬ 
gues that a basic element 
of copyright law allows for 
that if the character is high¬ 
ly delineated, as opposed 
to a two-dimensional car- 
toon-like character who 
doesn’t change much over 
time. 

In ruling against the es¬ 
tate, Judge Ruben Castillo 
called that a “novel legal 
argument” that was “coun¬ 
ter to the goals of the Copy¬ 
right Act." The lawsuit was 
filed in Chicago because a 
literary agent for the Doyle 
estate is based in Illinois. 
There’s no question that 
Holmes and Watson are 


highly complex characters. 
Conan Doyle produced a 
total of four Sherlock Hol¬ 
mes novels and 56 stories 
between 1887 and 1927. 
Klinger argues that every¬ 
thing you really need to 
know about Holmes and 
Watson is in the novels and 
stories published before 
1923 that are in the public 
domain in the U.S. That in¬ 
cludes their family back¬ 
grounds, education and a 
slew of character traits: Hol¬ 
mes' Bohemian nature and 
cocaine use, erratic eat¬ 
ing habits, his Baker Street 
lodgings, his methods of 
reasoning, his clever use of 
disguise, his skill in chemistry 
and even his weapon of 
choice, a loaded hunting 
crop. 

“Everything that the lay per¬ 
son would think of as being 
a characteristic of Holmes 
or Watson is in those pre- 
1923 stories," said Klinger, 
who is also an attorney and 
lives in Malibu, California. 
“In fact, some would say 
you could pick up almost 
everything you need from 
the very first story.”Q 
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MSNBC’s Roberts 
named host of 
‘Way Too Early’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — MSNBC’s 
Thomas Roberts will be get¬ 
ting used to early hours as 
the new host of the net¬ 
work’s “Way Too Early” 
program. 

The cable network on Fri¬ 
day gave Roberts the job 
as anchor of the newscast, 
which airs from 5:30 a.m. to 
6 a.m. Eastern just before 
“Morning Joe." Roberts will 
also be a contributor to 
“Morning Joe.” 

The irreverent “Way Too 
Early” was a springboard 
for former host Willie Geist, 
who is now a regular on 
“Morning Joe” and hosts 
an hour of NBC’s “Today” 
show. 

Roberts will give up his cur¬ 
rent 11 a.m. anchoring slot, 
a post that hasn't been 
filled yet.Q 



In this Nov. 21,2011 file pho¬ 
to, MSNBC anchor Thomas 
Roberts arrives for the Interna¬ 
tional Emmy Awards in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


Eve engaged 
to designer 


Maximillion Cooper 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rap¬ 
per-actress Eve is engaged 
to 41-year-old British de¬ 
signer Maximillion Cooper. 
A spokeswoman for Eve 
says Cooper, who founded 
the international motor ral¬ 
ly Gumball 3000, popped 
the question on Christmas 
Day. 

Eve wore a large sparkler 
on her wedding finger in 
a photo posted on her In- 
stagram page on Monday. 
The 35-year-old entertain¬ 
er told fans via Twitter on 
Tuesday that she wanted 
to celebrate with her fam¬ 
ily and friends before an¬ 
nouncing her engage¬ 
ment. 

The couple, who met at 
Gumball 3000 and have 
been dating for over three 
years, live together in Lon¬ 
don where Eve recorded 
her fourth album, “Lip 
Lock,” released in May. 

This will be Eve’s first mar¬ 
riage and the second 
for Cooper, who has four 



In this Oct. 5, 2013 file photo, 
recording artist Eve and en¬ 
trepreneur Maximillion Coo¬ 
per attend the Tony Hawk’s 
10th Annual Stand in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. The rapper-actress 
is engaged. 

Associated Press 


children from his previous 
relationship^ 


After cancer diagnosis, 
Broadway star fights back 



In this May 1, 2013 file photo, Valisia LeKae attends the 2013 
Tony Awards Meet the Nominess press reception in New York. 
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MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Valisia 
LeKae has a New Year's 
resolution that has noth¬ 
ing to do with weight loss, 
money or watching less TV. 
“I will be cancer-free in 
2014," she's vowed. 

The budding Broadway 
star who played Diana 
Ross in the hit show “Mo¬ 
town the Musical” was di¬ 
agnosed with ovarian can¬ 
cer in late 2013. She went 
through surgery and this 
week endured the first of 
six planned rounds of che¬ 
motherapy. 

The 34-year-old who was 
raised in Memphis, Tenn., 
and attended the Univer¬ 
sity of Tennessee had to 
pull out of the musical and 
refocus her life on beat¬ 
ing the disease, something 
she’s done with grace and 
wit. 

“I lost my ovary. I don’t 
need to lose my sense of 
humor,” she says. “I have 
learned to really surrender. 
Cancer was not something 
that I was expecting in my 
life.” 

About 220,000 new cas¬ 
es of ovarian cancer are 
diagnosed each year 
around the world, and it 
causes 140,000 deaths. In 
the United States, the Na¬ 


tional Cancer Institute es¬ 
timates 22,000 new cases 
and 15,000 deaths each 
year. 

LeKae was stunned by 
the diagnosis after under¬ 
going surgery to remove 
what was believed to be 
a benign cyst from one of 
her ovaries in November. 
Ovarian cancer is more 
common among white, 
post-menopausal women, 
and LeKae says she has 
no family history of the dis¬ 
ease. 

“Cancer does not discrimi¬ 
nate, regardless of if it’s 
in your family or not," she 
says. “Cancer doesn't care 
if you're starring on Broad¬ 
way or in a movie. Or that 
you're Angelina Jolie.” 
She’s taken her battle pub¬ 
lic in the hope that her di¬ 
agnosis can help others. 
LeKae urges women to see 
their doctor regularly. She 
wants them to point out 
things that feel abnormal 
and to seek out second 
opinions. 

“Even if I can change one 
person's mind about either 
going in for their checkups 
— male and female — that 
is a huge thing,” she says. 
“It’s very important for 
people of all ages to be 
proactive. You’re never 
too young to have a physi¬ 


cal. It’s better to fight than 
have fear.” 

Cancer came just as 
LeKae, who had been an 
understudy or swing in four 
other Broadway shows, 
was making her debut as 
a leading lady and had 
earned a Tony Award 
nomination. She’s become 
a vegan who concen¬ 
trates on her white blood 
count and endures a long 
list of doctor visits. 

“I think God has given me 
a different role to play at 
this time,” she says with a 
laugh. “This has sort of be¬ 
come the new movie that 
I'm in. God being the pro¬ 
ducer and my doctors be¬ 
ing the directors. And I am 
the star of the show.” 

A classic hard-charging, 
highly organized type-A, 
LeKae has had to switch 
gears. “I'm finding strength 
in allowing others to help 
me. I’m so not used to it. I 
do not like bothering peo¬ 
ple,” she says. “But I know 
there will be days where 
I won’t be able to get up 
and make myself a meal 
and I’m going to have to 
learn to ask for help. I’m 
finding great peace in 
that, knowing that I don’t 
have to carry this burden 
alone." 

Dr. David Fishman, LeKae's 
gynecological oncolo¬ 
gist who is director of the 
National Ovarian Cancer 
Early Detection Program 
at The Mount Sinai Medi¬ 
cal Center, has been im¬ 
pressed by her desire to 
share her experience. 
“That’s what a hero does 
— help other people. She 
has the courage to want 
to make a difference and I 
know that she will,” he said. 
“I'm very optimistic she's 
going to do very well.” 
While there is no effective 
screening yet for ovarian 
cancer, Fishman advises 
all women to learn their 
family’s history with cancer 
and make it known to their 
health care provider. Any 
pelvic pain over a week 
needs to be discussed with 
a physician and Fishman 
hopes those talks include 
ovary health. □ 
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A Guide To Years Ending In 4 



GAIL COLLINS 

© 2014 New York Times News 
Service 

One of the great things about 
being in a new year is getting 
to wipe 2013 from our minds. 
Completely. Forever. Except 
maybe this one last, final, end- 
of-the-year quiz. (Coming to¬ 
morrow maybe. 2014: What’s 
Gone Wrong So Far?) 

1) North Korea announced the 
execution of leader Kim Jong 
Un’s uncle and former mentor, 
explaining that, among other 
crimes, Jang Song Thaek had 
been guilty of: 

A) Insulting Dennis Rodman. 

B) Failing to send Kim a birth¬ 
day card. 

C) Singing off key. 

D) Half-heartedly clapping. 

2) After the death of Nelson 
Mandela, former presidential 
candidate RickSantorum said 
the late South African leader 
should inspire us to: 

A) Fight against racial discrimi¬ 
nation. 

B) Fight against poverty. 

C) Fight against Obamacare. 

D) Fight to save South Africa’s 
endangered Table Mountain 
ghost frog. 

3) The House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technol¬ 
ogy: 

A) Has a chairman who is wor¬ 
ried about “global warming 
alarmists.” 

B) Has a science subcommit¬ 
tee chairman who believes 
the theory of evolution and 
the Big Bang theory are “lies 
straight from the pit of hell.” 

C) Recently held a hearing on 
extraterrestrial life. 

D) All the above. 

4) Toward the end of the last 
big Senate debate of the old 
year. Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., 
emotionally declared that: 
“Like the frog in the warming 
water, we do not realize we 
are being cooked and that 
the freedoms of Americans 
are being cooked!” He was 
talking about: 

A) Global warming. 

B) A problem with the Capitol 
heating system. 

C) The Senate rules. 

D) People who made 2013 
such a bad year for Paula 
Deen. 


5) Speaker John Boehner said 
recently that the immigration 
reform bill is: 

A) “Absolutely not” dead. 

B) “Probably not” dead. 

C) “Deader than a doornail.” 

D) “Alive and well and living in 
Switzerland.” 

6) Which of the following did 
McDonald’s not do in 2013? 

A) Offered its employees ad¬ 
vice on how much to tip their 
personal fitness trainer or pool 
cleaner. 

B) Got stuck with 10 million 
pounds of unsold Mighty 
Wings. 

C) Offered its employees bud¬ 
geting tips with a planner that 
presumes they’re working two 
jobs. 

D) Put Ronald McDonald on 
part-time status. 

7) This year Amazon an¬ 
nounced it was thinking about: 

A) Creating a fleet of drones. 

B) Taking over the world. 

C) Delivering babies. 

D) Raising its number of waffle 
iron options from 613 to some¬ 
thing in the five figures. 

8) Natalie Tennant, the lead¬ 
ing candidate for the Demo¬ 
cratic nomination for Senate 
in West Virginia, was the first 
woman chosen to perform as 
the Mountaineer, the mascot 
of the West Virginia University 
football team. When she hit 
the field, people in the stands 
would: 

A) Yell extra loud at the sight 
of a path-breaking woman. 

B) Cry: “Run for the U.S. Senate 
when Jay Rockefeller retires!” 

C) Throw cups and chant: 
“We don’t want a mountain 
deer. Bring us back our Moun¬ 
taineer.” 

D) Behave pretty much the 
same as usual. 

9) Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, re¬ 
cently told ABC News that he 
did something during his first 
year in office that “no one” 
else in Washington does. He 
explained that it was: 

A) Appearing as dwarf prince 
Thorin Oakenshield in “The 
Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug.” 

B) Irritating John McCain more 
than Barack Obama ever did. 

C) “Trying to do my best not to 
pay attention to the politics, to 
focus on fixing the problems.” 

D) Making preparations to re¬ 
nounce his Canadian citizen¬ 
ship. 

10) In her latest book, Sarah 
Palin says Todd’s favorite pres¬ 
ent is always: 

A) A Sarah selfie. 

B) Duck whistles from the Dy¬ 
nasty boys. 

C) Gift cards for gas for his 
snow machine. 

D) Anything that’s made in 
America. 

ANSWERS: 1-D, 2-C, 3-D, 4-C, 
5-A, 6-D, 7-A, 8-C, 9-C, 10-C. □ 



MARK BUTMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

War, famine, pestilence and 
death - the Four Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse - have been 
well represented in years end¬ 
ing in “4,” but probably not 
disproportionately so. A look 
at memorable moments in the 
last seven of these just might 
lead to optimism for the one 
that’s upon us. Or not. 

1944: Those of us who don’t re¬ 
member this year are lucky; a 
soldier cited in Rick Atkinson’s 
brilliantly horrifying saga of the 
last two years of the war in Eu¬ 
rope, “The Guns at Last Light,” 
quotes King Lear: “The worst 
is not. So long as we can say, 
‘This is the worst.’” The end of 
the war was in sight; getting 
there was the trick, and mil¬ 
lions were killed in the interval. 
Things have not been this bad 
since. 

1954: If there was a golden 
era of U.S. foreign policy, it 
ended here, as Eisenhower 
warned against involvement 
in Vietnam while espousing 
the domino theory. Good: Joe 
McCarthy’s power began to 
ebb. 

Not good: The words “un¬ 
der God” were added to the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

1964: The last year of the baby 
boom was mind-blowing. In 
the 28 months beginning that 
January, Bob Dylan made five 
of the best albums of the era 
- and there were the Beatles. 
Nelson Mandela was sen¬ 


tenced to life in prison, and 
Lyndon Johnson single-hand¬ 
edly sent everyone into a 
tizzy by signing the Civil Rights 
Act, sending more “advisers” 
to Vietnam, talking about 
bombing North Vietnam and 
proposing the Great Society. 
Huh? The first anti-Vietnam 
War demonstrations and draft- 
card burnings took place. Pot 
smoking officially began. (Not 
really, but sorta.) 

The civil-rights workers Schw- 
erner, Goodman and Chaney 
were found dead; just writing 
that gives me chills. 

1974: The mid-’70s were glum. 
We can gloat about Nixon’s 
resignation, though don’t for¬ 
get he founded the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 
Gerald Ford gave his prede¬ 
cessor a better deal than he 
gave draft evaders. He also 
determined that we needed 
to Whip Inflation Now, as oil 
passed $10 a barrel. Everyone 
made jokes about him, with 
reason. 

Patty Hearst was kidnapped. 
Ted Bundy disappeared many 
people. Augusto Pinochet 
declared himself “supreme 
chief” of Chile and disap¬ 
peared many more. 

The high point may have been 
the Ramones’ debut at CBGB. 
1984: Big Brother was not (yet) 
our biggest problem, but this 
was not a good year. Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan, pre¬ 
sumably not yet stricken by 
Alzheimer’s, remarked over an 
open mike that the bombing 
of Russia would begin “in five 
minutes.” Geraldine Ferraro 
became a vice-presidential 
candidate, and lost. Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher went to war with 
miners, and won. Indira Gan¬ 
dhi was assassinated and a 
Union Carbide leak in Bhopal 
killed untold thousands. 

The virus that causes AIDS was 
discovered. People started 
smoking crack. And Marvin 
Gaye was shot and killed by 
his father. 

1994: Whoa: Not only did Nel¬ 
son Mandela not spend his life 
in jail, but he became presi¬ 
dent. The Brady Law went into 


effect, and Bill Clinton signed 
the assault weapons ban. (It 
expired in 2004.) O.J. Simpson 
spurred a national obsession. 
Four bombers were convict¬ 
ed of the 1993 attack on the 
World Trade Center. 

Reagan was implicated in 
the Iran-contra cover-up, but 
it seemed more important 
to torture the Clintons over a 
bad real estate investment. 
(Still, Paula Jones wasn’t the 
Republicans’ fault, was she?) 
Clinton fired Joycelyn Elders 
for discussing masturbation. 
The first credit default swap 
was created. Nearly every¬ 
one in Rwanda became ei¬ 
ther a killer or a victim, or so it 
seemed. 

And there was that messy 
thing in “the former Yugosla¬ 
via.” 

Netscape Navigator was re¬ 
leased. 

2004: Barack Obama spoke at 
the Democratic convention 
and there seemed reason for 
hope; then John Kerry went 
windsurfing and W., incred¬ 
ibly, became president again 
(what were 62 million of us 
thinking?) several months af¬ 
ter endorsing a constitutional 
amendment banning same- 
sex marriage, which Massa¬ 
chusetts had already legal¬ 
ized. (By 2013, even Utah is on 
the right side of this issue.) W. 
also promised to improve edu¬ 
cation and access to health 
care; we all know how that 
worked out. Lance Armstrong 
won his sixth Tour de France; 
we all know how that worked 
out, too. 

The Indian Ocean tsunami 
killed more than 230,000 
people. Martha Stewart went 
to jail. And Johnny Ramone 
(born 1948) died. 

2014: President Barack 

Obama is calling this the “year 
of action.” 

Here’s hoping he’s not bluffing 
and begins by demonstrat¬ 
ing how popular progressive 
legislation is by circumventing 
Congress in areas of food, en¬ 
ergy and climate change. The 
alternative could be a visit by 
the Four Horsemen.□ 
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Democrats breaking Republican lock on Cuban vote 


MICHAEL J. MISHAK 
Associated Press 
MIAMI/HAVANA (AP) — For 

more than two decades, 
running for Congress in this 
sun-soaked capital of Cu¬ 
ban exiles has required two 
things: a Republican regis¬ 
tration card and a hard 
line toward the Castro re¬ 
gime. 

So when Joe Garcia be¬ 
came the first Cuban- 
American Democrat from 
the state to win election 
to the House in 2012, it sig¬ 
naled a crack in a critical 
Republican constituency. 

In a break with the exile 
community, Garcia cam¬ 
paigned in support of loos¬ 
ening restrictions on Cu- 
ban-Americans who want 
to visit their relatives on the 
island or send them mon¬ 
ey. Since taking office, he 
has pushed for U.S. trials of 
a Cuba-developed diabe¬ 
tes treatment and for eas¬ 
ing travel rules for Cuban 
diplomats who visit the U.S. 
And while Florida Republi¬ 
cans, including Sen. Mar¬ 
co Rubio, fumed when 
President Barack Obama 
shook hands with Cuban 
President Raul Castro last 
month, Garcia dismissed it 
as a simple courtesy. 
“Sometimes a handshake 
is just a handshake,” he 
said. 

Not long ago, any gesture 
of comity toward Cuba’s 
communist government 
would have been greeted 
in Florida with a closed fist 
— or a car bomb. 

But three generations on 
from the revolution, Garcia 
represents a new breed of 
Cuban-American, more 
interested in pragmatism 
and reconciliation than 
regime change and isola¬ 
tion. 

That generational shift is at 
the heart of a realignment 
that could help change 
U.S. policy toward Cuba 
and reshape the political 
landscape in the country’s 
largest swing-voting state. 
The implications are par¬ 
ticularly troubling for the 
Republican Party. 

“It's very difficult for Re¬ 
publicans to win this state 
if they don't win a majority 
of the Hispanic vote," said 
Dario Moreno, a political 
scientist at Florida Interna¬ 


tional University, “and to 
win a majority of the His¬ 
panic vote, they have to 
do very well in the Cuban 
community.” 

In 2012, Obama captured 
nearly half of fhe Cuban- 
American vote in Florida, 
a record high for a Demo¬ 
crat. He has since pledged 
to “update” a U.S. policy 
that prohibits even the 


most basic business deal¬ 
ings with the island. 

“Keep in mind that when 
Castro came to power I 
was just born,” he told sup¬ 
porters at a Miami fundrais¬ 
er last year, “so the notion 
that the same policies that 
we put in place in 1961 
would somehow still be as 
effective as they are today 
in the age of the Internet, 
Google and world travel 
doesn’t make sense.” 
Cubans now make up 
about a third of Florida’s 
fast-growing Hispanic pop¬ 
ulation. For decades, they 
had voted reliably Republi¬ 
can, partly because of the 
party's anti-communism 
tenets. Democrats, led by 
President John F. Kennedy, 
had also headed up the 
botched 1961 Bay of Pigs 
invasion, when 1,500 CIA- 
backed Cuban exiles tried 
but failed to overthrow the 
nascent Castro regime. 


In Florida, conservatives 
harbored plans for an¬ 
other armed incursion and 
dreams of returning to the 
island. But five decades of 
political stalemate have 
tempered that vision. 

“We have gone from a 
politics of passion to a poli¬ 
tics of realism," said Andy 
Gomez, a Cuba expert 
and former senior fellow 


at the University of Miami's 
Institute for Cuban and 
Cuban-American Stud¬ 
ies. “We have come to 
the realization, like any im¬ 
migrant group, that this is 
home.” 

Polls show new immigrants 
and younger Cuban- 
Americans are more mo¬ 
tivated by domestic con¬ 
cerns, including health 
care, education and the 
economy, than by anti¬ 
communist fervor. A study 
by the Pew Hispanic Cen¬ 
ter found that Cubans are 
the Hispanic group most 
likely to say they have 
“only a little" or “almost 
nothing" in common with 
those living in their family's 
native country. 

“You live here. You work 
here," said Luis Diaz, a 
33-year-old businessman 
from Kendall, as he sipped 
a cup of cafe con leche at 
La Carreta, a local Cuban 


chain. 

His family fled Cuba in fhe 
1960s and 70s and are 
staunchly Republican, but 
he considers himself an in¬ 
dependent. 

“Democrats have great 
ideas. Republicans have 
great ideas too," he said. 
“You have to meet some¬ 
where in the middle." 
Republicans acknowledge 


the generational shift 
among Cuban-Americans 
but say recent election re¬ 
sults are more a reflection 
of lackluster campaigns 
than political realignment. 
Mitt Romney, they say, 
failed to cultivate Hispan- 
ics. And Republican Rep. 
David Rivera fell to Garcia 
after he was dogged by 
state and federal investi¬ 
gations into his finances. 
"It’s not the slam-dunk it 
was 20 years ago,” said 
Al Cardenas, former head 
of the Florida Republican 
Party and chairman of the 
American Conservative 
Union. “At the same time, 
the Democrats haven’t 
turned the corner and 
made the Cuban-Amer¬ 
ican community a very 
competitive place yet." 
Rubio, a Republican and 
the state’s most prominent 
Cuban-American politi¬ 
cian, holds traditional hard¬ 


line views on the trade em¬ 
bargo and remains a pop¬ 
ular figure in Florida. 
Garcia’s re-election cam¬ 
paign this year could be 
a potential test of how his 
divergent views on Cuba 
play among Cuban-Amer¬ 
icans. 

The 50-year-old son of Cu¬ 
ban exiles, Garcia grew up 
in Miami when there was 
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little tolerance for anything 
but the hardest of lines 
against Fidel Castro and 
the revolution. 

Car bombings of Cubans 
perceived as sympathetic 
to Castro were so common 
that they created a mar¬ 
ket for remote starters, “en¬ 
abling the intended victim 
to watch what might have 
been his own incineration 
from across the street," 
wrote Joan Didion in “Mi¬ 
ami,” a study of the Cuban 
exile community. 

In 1988, Garcia led hu¬ 
manitarian efforts to re¬ 
unite families thaf had fled 
Cuba. He later became 
executive director of the 
hawkish Cuban Ameri¬ 
can National Foundation, 
which successfully lobbied 
for fighfening fhe U.S. eco¬ 
nomic embargo. His work, 
he said, “helped create a 
lot of the rules for the reli¬ 
gion of the embargo.”□ 



Rep. Joe Garcia, D-Fla. speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington. For more than two decades, running for 
Congress in this sun-soaked capital of Cuban exiles has required two things: a Republican registration card and a hard line toward 
the Castro regime. So when Garcia became the first Cuban-American Democrat from the state to win election to the House in 2012, 
it signaled a crack in a critical GOP constituency. 










